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[Question] What is Oman's evaluation of developments in the disturbances in 


Lebanon? 


[Answer!] The sttuation In Lebanon is extremely delicate and warns of disas- 
trous effects to come, Lebanon's chief problem is no longer limited to the 
struggle between varfous factions and forces--which the Lebanese term the 

Al 


“prime movers" but has developed far beyond this. The problem can be summed 
up with one set of questions: 


Will a unitied Arab Lebanon remain on the world map within the same borders it 
possessed betore the collapse of the security situation in 1975? Or will it 

be transtormed Into small states while Israel occupies the area of South Leba- 
non, Will Tel Aviv be content with this sector, or will its appetite grow so 


that it swallows up other areas? 


lhe situation is extremely dangerous and calls for a concentrated Arab effort, 
because Lebanon Is on the Verye of becoming a second Palestine. 


There [te no alternative to complete and absolute Arab support of the legitimate 
vovernment in Betrut in opposition to the Israelis in order to bring the maxi- 


mum possible pressure to gain their evacuation, 


sultan Qabus has been committed to participating in the efforts aimed at re- 
solving this crisis based on his bellef that every Arab country must partici- 


pate and on Oman's national commitments to its sister Arab states. 


fhe sultan visited Washington last April--instead of in September--in order to 
vain time. His highness eritictzed the American leaders clearly and frankly 
and asserted to them that America was in a trial period with respect to its 
etlorts to participate in the withdrawal negotiations. 


He explained to them that it was incumbent on Washington to succeed in this 
test. Tt it did not, he said, it would lose much, including much of the trust 
that triends had placed in it. 


vwlieve that the formation of the reconciliation committee is an indication 
that the Lebanese people can get through their ordeal and arrive at an agree- 
ent to spare the blood of this brother people and enable their nation to 
ivold the dangers otf internationalizing the Lebanese crisis. 


\rmed Koy es \re ! Deterrent to Protect the Gulf Area 


luestion| To what extent does Oman believe that the security of the Gulf area 
in danger? And what are the dimensions of the dangers that threaten it? 
‘Answer| Areas with strategic importance are always threatened by danger. 


lally true when they are among those areas invo' ed in the inter- 


itional struggle ef the superpowers. In the context of this struggle, the 
superpowers vie t rin “oh je: tives" or score points to their advantage against 
’ Mint? i P it} whit by they compete. 
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Fate ordained that the Gulf should be one of the most important strategl 
sites in the world because of its oil resources. The same applies to the main 
navigation routes for the exportation of this ol! to the United States, the 
Ruropean states, and Japan. 


Tnerefare, the Gulf is an important and vital area and the international strug- 
gle is one element of danger to the Gulf states, 


The continuation of the Iraqi-Iranian war is another threat, 


A third source of concern is the Soviet presence in Afghanistan so close to 
Gulf waters. 


The only way to make the area states secure is to strengthen them and arm them 
to the point that they are able to protect their security and maintain stabil- 
ity in the area. This is in the interests of their peoples and the world as 

a whole. 


The possession ot effective armed forces is a “weapon of deterrence” which com- 
pels anyone who contemplates hostile action against the possessor of this wea- 
pon to reconsider many times over before daring to take a step |words illeg- 
ible]. 
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YEMEN ARAB REPUBLIC 


NEW PRIME MINISTER INTERVIEWED ON ECONOMY 
London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 24 Nov 83 p 3 


Interview with Mr 'Abd-al-'Aziz ‘Abd-al-Ghani, new prime minister of Yemen Arab 
Republic by 'Abd-al-Wahab al-Mu'ayyid; in San'a': "In His First Interview with 
AL~SHARQ AL-AWSAT the New Prime Minister of Yemen Says, ‘We Will Concentrate on 
Agricultural and Industrial Development In the Country and on Strengthening 
Relations with Arab Brothers and with Saudi Arabia in Particular' "| 


Text; Mr 'Abd-al-'Aziz 'Abd-al-Ghani, the new prime minister in the Yemen Arab 
Republic granted his first press interview to AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT after assuming 
his position last week. In that interview the new prime minister spoke about 
various local and Arab issues and about the initiatives that the government will 
undertake inside the country and abroad. The text of the interview follows: 


Juestion, What are the initiatives with which you intend to begin your adminis- 
tration? 


Answer, There are specific policies which the country has been pursuing. We 
will start out with these policies, and we will be guided by the instructions 

of his excellency, the president, Col 'Ali ‘Abdallah Salih. We will follow the 
course and the noble principles of the Revolution of 26 September, and we will 
achieve the hopes and ambitions of our people, as these are spelled out in the 
National Charter. The president had instructed the government, when he presided 
over its first session after the constitutional oath was Sworn, and he had presen- 
ted to the government its primary functions. Chief among those functions is the 
effort to imp.ement the remaining projects of the second 5-Year Plan. The presi- 
dent instructed the government to give its consideravie attention to the econo- 
mic aspect of the plan and to concentrate on the process of development. The 
president instructed the government to pay attention to the agricultural! side and 
the industrial side |of the economy] and to encourage investments in the country, 
whether these investments were local, Arab or foreign. We will also strengthen 
ties and relations between us and our Arab brothers, particularly our brothers i: 
the countries of the Arabian Peninsula and our brothers in the Kingdom of Saudi 
\rabla im particular. We will also work with our brothers in South Yemen to 
implement the agreements that were made between the two sections of the country 
to achieve the highest goal of our people in Yemen, which is the reunification of 
Yemen. There has also been no change in our relations with the remaining 
countries and in our public policy because those relations and that policy stem 
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from the basic principles of our constant policy and our Arab, Islamic and inter 
national relations. 


Recently our people have had a major and a very significant achievement. that 

is the National Charter which sets forth the ambitions and the hopes of our 
people. The General People's Congress is our country's formula for political 
activity. It stems from the wishes of our people. The government is fully com 
mitted to the objectives and principles of the National Charter, and we will try 
to achieve |those| objectives and principles in the political, economic, 80 ial, 
educational and other areas mentioned in the charter. 


The Plan and Ditticulties 


‘Question! Do you think that the government can implement the rest of the %-Year 
Plan in the next 3 years? What are the most important difficulties that would 
stand in the way of implementation’ 


|Answer, Yes, we believe that thanks to the major eftorts which the people ot 
Yemen are making to achieve and complete the projects of the second 5-Year Plan, 
we will be able to complete those projects in the next 3 years. These are the 3 
years that are left in the years of the plan. Of course there are some difficul- 
ties we will be facing in implementing the second 5-Year Plan. The first of these 
difficulties is that of financing. But we believe that we will be able to over- 
come the difficulties with the cooperation of our tellow financiers and those who 
pledged their financial support [to us|}, chief among whom are our tellow Arabs in 
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, who are financing a major part of the projects of 
the 5°-Year Plan, and also our fellow Arabs in the Gulf countries. 


‘Question| It is being noticed that at this stage Yemen is going through a 
distinctive economic turning point. Would you please define that turning point 
‘for us| and explain its most notable features and its relationship with raising 
taxes and customs fees and banning some imports’ 


/Answer! The state has recently taken a few economic measures, These measures 
were specitically taken in the area of foreign trade. The state reorganized 
foreign trade and imports to protect local products, both industrial and agricul- 
tural. The state did that to encourage local production and to dispose of local 
products and of surplus local products as well. Some people whose interests were 
hurt by these measures faulted the state for adopting a new policy when in fact 
there has been no change in the state's economic policy. Our purpose has always 
been to strengthen the national economy s0 we can reach a stage of self - 
sufficiency. Among the policies that the government is following to achieve that 
self-sufficiency is a policy of encouraging local products. The truth is that If 
there are some difficulties facing us at this stage, they are part of the diffti- 
culties that the world economy as a whole is facing. God willing, we will be able 
to overcome such difficulties. 

With regard to what you mentioned about increasing taxes, ‘here has been no inc- 
rease in taxes and customs fees. As I said the measures that have been taken in 
the area of foreign trade were measures to encourage local agricultural and indus- 
trial production. 
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Attention to Agriculture 


Question, I[t has also been noticed that the state has recently been takiny ar 


interest in ayriculture. Can you tell us something about your yovernment 
program in this repard? 


Answer} ‘The economy of Yemen rests basically on agriculture. Being an apricu! 
tural country, a large part of Yemen's GNP depends on agriculture. Also a larye 
percentage of Yemen's labor force is employed in agriculture. We are trying to 
develop this vital activity for these reasons and also because investments made 
in agriculture yield a quick and an immediate return. Returns on agricultural 
investments realize the principal objective of the plan, which is sel! 
sufficiency, particularly in food. This is something to which we must pay major 
attention. We are concentrating on several aspects of agriculture. We are payin, 
attention to irrigation; we are introducing improved seeds; and we are intro 
ducing automation in the farming process. The purpose of all that is to increas: 
production. All this is accompanied by agricultural guidance which stays in step 
with the process of development and growth. We also consider agriculture an impor 
tant source of raw materials for industry, particularly the food processiny 
industry. In looking after agriculture we are paying attention to poultry tarms, 
to Livestock farms and also to dairy farms and dairy products. In looking afte 
agriculture, we are also concentrating on fish so we can provide food for citi 
zens, and we are concentrating on apiaries as well. 


At the same tine we are taking an interest in farmers, and we are bringiny ne 
life into rural areas so that Yemeni farmers can improve their standard of liviny 
and stay in step with modern life. The state is very much interested in intep- 
rated rural development. The method we are using to increase production in avri 
culture is that of having the state provide farmers directly with all the 
facilities. The people of Yemen are by nature energetic and responsive to all new 
and modern things. The state also offers farmers facilities through cooperatives 
which were instructed by the president to shift to production in the next staye. 
God willing, we will have numerous production cooperatives that will help farmers 
increase their production, improve their crops and mark: those Crops. 


Searching for Oil 


'Question| What about the search for oil and other natural resources? When can 
Yemen begin producing oil, and how much oil will it produce? 


Answer} The search for oil is ongoing now. We hope that the first well will 
be drilled by the end of 1983 or by the beginning of 1984, This will be in th: 
field east of the country where the search for oil is now underway. 


We are attaching considerable importance to other natural resources, and numerous 
surveys have been conducted to look for minerals that may be under the surtace of 
the earth. This is also one of the objectives declared by the president, Col '‘Al) 
‘Abdallah Salih early in his second term. These Surveys have produced good 
results. Copper was found in commercial quantities in the area of al-lamurah, 
south of the city of Ta'izz, and silver ore was found in the area of Naham. Pre pa 
rations are now underway for putting these mines to commercial use. Also the 
search is underway for other minerals we believe are under the surface of the 
earth. 
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Reasons for Success 


| Question Your government was the first government in Yemen to continue in 
oftice tor more than 5 years. This aroused the admiration of many people inside 
the country and abroad. What are the reasons behind this success? What are the 
experiences that you got out of that? 


| Answer First of all, thank you for what you said. If success was achieved, 

it was actually due to the Yemeni people who are the prime reason for such 
success. Also if there was success, it was due to many of our fellow state 
employees who played a major role in bringing it about. One does actually gain 
experiences from everything one does in any field of activity. There is no doubt 
that the work one does in government and all the work one does in general 
wives one numerous experiences which he would not have gained had it not been fox 
that work. The fact is that one finds much happiness in the work one does to 
serve the people. Our view of a government official is that he is merely an 
individual who was given an opportunity to do his duty to serve the people. He 
has to carry out that duty faithfully and sincerely. He has to achieve the objec- 
tives that his people hope to achieve and realize the aspirations to which the 
people strive tor. In the past the people of Yemen had been deprived of many of 
the tundamentals of modern life. Today, they are trying to make up for what they 
missed in the past. One of the most important reasons for success Lies in that 
considerable confidence which the president has and in the authorities that were 
granted to the government. These are considered among the decisive factors for 
the success of any activity. We hope that God Almighty will cause us to succeed 
now so we can realize the hopes and aspirations of our people. 


Contronting the Deficit 
| Question To what extent is there an unusual deficit in the state budget, and 
if there is a deficit, how will your government confront it? 


Answer, We are in a developing country, and we, therefore, have numerous pro- 
jects that we are implementing. These projects require considerable expenses. 

We have been trying to develop our resources because the reason for the deficit 
is the tact that projects need expenses. Therefore, we regard the implementation 
of projects as something that presupposes the existence of a deficit. However, 
the returns we are hoping for from these projects will have an impact on the 
national economy. They will stimulate the national economy and increase local 
production. This will have a positive effect on the state budget in the future. 


Foreign Currencies 


‘Question, It's been noticed recently that foreign currencies have disappeared 
from the markets. A ban has been placed on sending foreign currency outside Yemen 
by any means other than the Central Bank. Would you please explain the purpose 

of that measure? 


| Answer As | indicated previously, the state has recently taken a few measures 
to encourage the national economy and protect local production. These measures 
manifested themselves in carrying out some regulations in the area of foreign 
trade. Among those measures is one that goods be imported in accordance with a 
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previously obtained import permit [issued by] the authorized agencies. This is a 
normal procedure that is followed in all countries. Unless such a permit is 
sought before the import process is completed, countries will not be able to 
regulate their foreign trade in the required manner. Accordingly, they will not 
be able to encourage local production by preventing harmful competition from 
foreign products, whether such products are agricultural or industrial. These are 
the steps that have been taken. 
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AFGHANISTAN 


CURRENT ASSESSMENT OF AFGHANISTAN SITUATION 
Paris LE MONDE in French 15-17 Nov 83 
[15 Nov 83 pp 1, 7] 


[Text] Visiting the Afghan resistance means first making a trip: more than 
2,000 kilometers in a country in revolt invaded by the Soviet army, fragmented 
both geographically and ethnically. One might think that such a visit would 
be made under harsh, dangerous hush-hush conditions. Such was not the case; 
paradoxically, Afghanistan is an open, free country in which travel difficul- 
ties are attributable more to the terrain and local rivalries than to the 
aggressiveness of a Soviet army confined to its bases. The danger, inter- 
mittent, comes from helicopter’ overing over the bases and main roads or 
destroying one to two villages as reprisals for an ambush. The danger also 
consists of the major, targeted offensives such as the one during which Dr. 
Augoyard was captured. 


The trip presented an amazing kaleidoscope of areas of destruction and exodus, 
of liberated areas in which life is monotonously normal and even of oases 

of prosperity stimulated by the war. One thing stands out: neither the 
Soviets nor the Afghan army, weak and drained, venture beyond a restricted 
perimeter around the large cities and three paved roads. 


The administration, which was never very well organized, collapsed in 1979 
and has not been built back up owing to the shortage of government employees 
and space to administer. Forty percent of the districts do not even have 

a symbolic government presence. In most of the others, the government's 
authority extends to the administrative post's machine gun range. Only in 
10 to 20 percent of the districts is the post surrounded by a small belt of 
villages siding with the regime, either by conviction or by self-interest 

or indifference. 


Kabul, overcrowded capital, is a special case, but even there, passive 
resistance, infiltrations and assassination attempts are increasing, despite 
a heavy concentration of regime supporters, city dwellers from the very 
beginning. 


What then is the free country like? Initial contact: empty pockets--plain 
of Zormat or Surkhrud; valley of Helmand; these are deserted villages, ruins 
of bombarded houses and parched orchards. 
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But elsewhere (primarily in the center and north), even if many people have 
left, the major portion of the population has stayed on and is trying to main- 
tain its traditional economic activities: farming, commerce (and even crafts 
near the towns). The country is neither drained nor depleted. 


The war has reactivated old communications networks which had fallen into 
disuse as a result of the opening of the paved roads. People move about a 
great deal in Afghanistan at war: fighting men, deserters, refugees, 
merchants travel back and forth over the country on foot but also in jeeps, 
trucks and even in buses. 


Traffic is heaviest in the border areas and at Hazarajat. Stopover points 
are dotted with inns which are always full. Private enterprise reigns in 
the free area. 


Driver associations, which have nothing to do with the regime's shadow unions, 
deal as equals with those in charge of the resistance and probably with govern- 
ment people, too. Trucks loaded with goods pass easily through military road- 
blocks in return for a small baksheesh which even the Soviets do not turn 

up their noses at. There, where competition between drivers can be brisk, 
their associations have set up regulations. So, to go from liberated Hazarajat 
to Pakistan (15 hours by jeep if all goes well), you can leave from two 
bazaars: one, Shi'a Hazara, has more customers, for geographical reasons; 

the other, Sunni Pashto, is an obligatory waypoint from the first one. Both 
associations have therefore signed an agreement: vehicles depart in groups 

of two: one driver Shiite and the other Sunnite (which is worthwhile in case 
of breakdown in the desert). The price is fixed and paid directly to the 
association office. 


Local resistance groups are quite wary of interfering and are satisfied by 
imposing a tax per vehicle. It is a constant which is found throughout the 
Afghan resistance: the fighters are reluctant to interfere with economic 

and secial life except in cases of obvious injustice (stockpiling of wheat 

in times of shortage, for example). This respect for civilian society is 
explained by the traumatism characterized by the communists’ violent and 
clumsy interventionism (primarily by the Khalq sympathizers) and also by the 
influence of the Islamic right which satisfies itself with setting the limits 
in which any transaction is permitted. At all events, none of the sides 

is strong enough to take over the resistance economy. But this independence 
in the civilian society is also an asset to the resistance which enjoys great 
‘lexibility and enormous capability to adapt itself to circumstances. 


A Network of Solidarity 


At Hazarajat, which we had believed to be under siege and starved out, 

bazaars are springing up like mushrooms. Conversely, in the border province 
of Ghor no trucks have passed through since 1979 and the only bazaar sti!1 
open is in Soviet hands. It's so bad that peasants take 4 or 5 days to travel 
on horseback or on foot to stock up at the Hazara bazaars. Kabul merchants, 
whose sons are threatened by military service, send them there to run the 
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shop until winter. Everything can be found there: tea, cloth, cigarettes 
and antibiotics. At Shi'a Hazarajat, this apparent normality seems somewhat 
weird: the resistants, primarily assembled in the‘*Shura (the "council," 
moderate and clerical organization), have resumed the habits of the former 
regime: conscription, soldiers in ragged uniforms, offices (with working 
hours and one day off a week), taxes, identity cards, etc. To move about 
as a foreigner, all you need is a letter of introduction, appropriately 
stamped, and to take the bus. No guides, no escorts. What for, since every- 
thing is normal? 


Admittedly all that is shaky: all the Soviets have to do is cut the only 

road ieading from Kabul to the center of the country for this whole economy 

to collapse. All that has to happen is for the bazaars to be regularly bombed 
(so far they have been attacked only once or twice a year with no tangible 
results). Prices skyrocket at the slightest rumor. But the Soviets must 

feed the capital, and they need the foodstuffs and wood sold by the peasants 
in the bazaars. Economic blockade of the countryside would cost them very 
dearly in subsidies to supply the city. For balances in this war have been 
established between the two camps, and it is difficult to say which one is 
reaping the greatest Long-term benefit. 


In tribal or remote areas, the resistance has seldom set up a political system 
for supervising the population. Biz landowners, if any, have generally left 
for Pakistan, as they have everywhere in the country. Power is the hands 

of the "malek," those village chiefs appointed by consensus, and "white 
beards.'' You can move about generally from village to village and be received 
in the traditional ritual of Afghan hospitality. All you need is to be intro- 
duced by people in the previous village. 


Here personal ties win out over political considerations even if the popula- 
tion has taken an unambiguous stand in the resistance. Every Afghan feels 
tied to a community group (the "qawn") which might be a tribe, a clan, a 
family relationship or a simple village community. This membership brings 
together a network of solidarity capable of resisting many political hatreds. 
This was how it was in Ghor where I was able to meet a man whom everyone 
identified as an obvious government agent: traveling from village to village 
under pretext of trade, he made propaganda on behalf of the government for 
which he had officially worked until last year. One resistance group had 
tried tokill him, but the "qawn" had said that his death in battle would not 
be considered an insult but executing him in his own territory would involve, 
on the other hand, the duty to avenge him, becoming one of those vendettas 
which the resistance is trying at all costs to avoid. The man is therefore 
free. But there again, the game goes both weys, and the resistance often 
profits from information supplied by government people, even convinced 
communists, who will warn their group of anything threatening them. 


In these traditional areas, the weight of the notables is generally greater 
than that of religious people and justice more often is forthcoming from the 
"jirga" (council of "white beards," all adult men) than from "qazi" (religious 
judges). But let's not conclude from this that traditional Afghan society 
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has found out how to adapt to a long and unspectacular war. More precise 
research into the sides in the resistance, their settlements and how they 
wage war shows that wherever the resistance is most effective, society has 
undergone a clearcut evolution, characterized especially by the emergence 

of young and new Islamic cadres at the very moment when the Soviets, 
abandoning all policy of "bolshevizing" the countryside, are building their 
pacification policy on the mechanisms of traditional society, as the British 
did in the 19th century. 


II. Holy War 


[16 Nov 83 p 4] 


[Text] Afghan resistance conceives of its fight more in terms of a "holy 
war" (jihad) than in terms of a war of national liberation. In a country 
where reference to the nation is quite recent, where the state is viewed as 
outside society and where allegiance belongs to the community group, Islam 
remains the only common reference to all Afghans. It is only in the Pashto 
tribal areas in the south and in emigration that ideologies of the secular 
sort play a role (netionalism and liberalism). That can be explained, for 
these very tribes are at the origin of the Afghan state. Their leaders 
("khan" and '"malek") hold themselves aloof from religious institutions, and 
their power rests on the tribal code (pashtunwali), completely different from 
Moslem law (shari'at). Furthermore, the "mollahs" (Moslem priests) have 
little prestige in tribal areas. 


For the other ethnic groups (Tajik, Hazara, Uzbek), on the other hand, and 
for the more or less detribalized Pashtos (Kabul area, Nangarhar), Islam 
inspires the political ideology of the resistance. 


If this began locally and spontaneously (long before the Soviet invasion) , 

the need for political groups made itself quickly felt. This initially 
involved optimizing the distribution of weapons and providing a minimum of 
logistics. Then, the parties provided some training personnel and relative 
leap-frogging of the local divisions. The so-called "Pesahawar" factions 

show rather well the variety of ideological options indeed, of personal 
allegiances which make up the texture of Afghan political life. None is a 
creation of the Pakistani government, very mindful, in addition, of main- 
taining the diversity of Afghan political representation so as to avoid the 
emergence of a Palestinian-type organization or an Afghan government in exile. 


Islamists and Traditionalists 


Groups in the resistance can be divided into Muslims and traditionalists. 
The former existed long before the communist coup d'etat and had cadre 
descended from the modernist intelligentsia (but influenced by the Muslim 
brotherland). These cadres joined the domestic resistance beginning in 1980 
and settled in the non-tribal and Persian-speaking areas in the north. The 
prototype is Major Mas'ud of Panjshir. Few in number, they are effective 
and have supplanted the notables. 
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The traditionalist parties were set up after the coup d'etat of April 1978, 
around networks of personal allegiances. They brought together the former 
regime's "establishment," tribal notables and the traditionalist clergy 
trained in non-governmental religious schools. They are installed primarily 
in Pashto tribal areas (southern part of the country). The Shiites, grouped 
in the center of Afghanistan, have autonomous groups, but the same splits 
can be found there. The anti-Soviet left is not represented militarily 
except in Nimruz Province. 


The alliances in the field do not necessarily correspond to those in Peshawar. 
In fact, since 1981, the factions have consolidated their establishment. 
Relations between them are good everywhere, except between the radical 
Islamists on the one hand (the Hezb-e Islami Party of Hekmatyar for the 
Sunnites and the Nasr for the Shiites), because of their desire for hegemony, 
and all the other factions, on the other hand, be they Islamists like the 
Jamiat or traditionalists like the Harakat-e Engelab. About half the Hezb-e 
Islami commanders are responsible for 90 percent of the clashes within the 
resistance. Hot spots, in this regard, are Maydan, near Kabul, Ghazni and 
Maymanah. 


In the Islamist areas we are witnessing an evolution in traditional society 
with the weakening of the former notables and the emergence of young intel- 
lectuals and modernist ulema. Justice is ensured there by "qazi" (religious 
judges), which allows them to set aside certain rights without interference 
from the resistance forces. 


Owing to the fact that they are real factions with a logistics set up (insuf- 
ficient) a propaganda and organization apparatus ("dawat o'tanzim'') [attracting 
and organizing], cultural committees and a military apparatus distinct from 

the civilian organization, the Muslim groups are more effective in general 

than the traditionalist parties, federations of notables more than militant 
organizations. One finds this diversity in their military operations. 


Folklore and Horror 


Two English journalists and I were present at an "attack" on a government 
post. The resistance commander suggested that we choose a time best suited 
for taking pictures. After two hours of confused firing, the Mujahidin with- 
drew quietly, all unscathed. One month later, quite far from there, I talked 
with a man in civilian clothes, on a Mujahidin committee. He questioned me 
about the attack: "Did you like it? Were the pictures good? What do you 
think of Commander X? A swell guy, isn't he?" I asked him if he belonged 

to the group in question. "Not really. I am an army officer and second-in- 
command of the post. Today I am on leave with my family but I'm going back 
there tomorrow." Well, the attack? "You see, to give ammunition to the 
Mujahidin, how much ammunition they use and therefore the attack itself must 
be proved. So we get organized and of course insofar as possible combine 

it with a visi: by journalists. For pictures it's the same and less 
dangerous."" You don't desert? "Alas, the resistants don't want me to." 


100 




















But there are other war stories. Panjshir, for example. Two offensives waged 
by 10,000 menin 1982 and preceded by systematic destruction of villages and 
crops. Soviet troops heliborne in the space of a few hours to about 10 dif- 
ferent points. The resistants fought for 3 weeks without means of communica- 
tions and in ignorance of what was going on just a few kilometers away. Then 
the retreating Soviets shut themselves off in two small bases behind enormous 
minefields. And there was the pitiful procession toward Pakistan of all the 
crippled and amputees. 


The war, then, provides that diversity between folklore and horror. In fact, 
when the military operations map is laid out, it may be seen that the Soviets 
have two targets. First, acquiring a strategic corridor from Amu Darya to 
Pakistan: This is the Mazar-i-Sharif-Kabul-Jalalabad axis. There they have 
most of their troops, two of their three main bases (Kalagay and Bagram), 
their best units and, oddly, a string of small posts. Major operations are 
concentrated in this area as well as destructive actions and massive reprisals 
(such as the village of Istalef recently). The best resistance leaders are 
also located there. 


The second target, longer range, is to set up a forward defense relative to 
Iran which concerns the Soviets much more than Pakistan. Since the arrest 

of Tudeh members in the spring, the Soviet press has not stopped denoucning 
Iranian infiltrations in the western part of the country. The sealing off 

of Herat is apparently a response to this threat (exaggerated insofar as I've 
heen able to judge), and the Sindand base makes no sense except in the context 
of a conflict near the Persian Gulf. 


In all the rest of the country the war is entrusted to the government army, 
infiltrated and ineffective, except in Paktya. 


Shortage of Heavy Equipment 


The resistants are therefore waging two different kinds of war depending on 
what they are dealing with. The level of fighting spirit of the resistance 

is not directly linked to weaponry. Even if the quantity of weapons has 
increased and is better distributed, there is no qualitative improvement. 
Individual weaponry is good, at times even abundant, but heavy equipment is 

in short supply. There are no antiaircraft weapons beyond heavy machine guns; 
the few SAM-7's available are unused owing to the shortage of crews trained 

to use them. Artillery is limited to old recoilless cannon and mortars 
lacking competent crews. The low level of technical qualifications in the 
resistance clearly shows that it is insufficiently trained. 


Tactics and military organization set the various resistance commanders apart 
from each other. The spontaneous concept of war among the Afghans is com- 
pulsory military service for all, lack of differentiation as to assignments 
and the egalitarian distribution of weapons between villages and community 
groups without regard for strategic considerations. The purpose of war is 
taking up arms and not attrition of the enemy. Such a concept is all right 

for holding the ground opposite government forces but does not allow them 
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to deal with a well mounted offensive. Men and weapons are concentrated in 
quiet areas and sometimes remain unused for months: we are witnessing a 
veritable "garrison syndrome," which is paradoxical for resistance fighters. 


But, we are seeing new military concepts emerge among Muslim intellectuals: 
specialization of troops in mobile attack groups, full-time and well equipped 
on theone hand, and less well-equipped, part-time defensive groups on the 
other. This method is effective for ambushes. But to move to the ievel of 
operations coordinated from several mobile groups, it isn't enough to be a 
good tactician, one must have political control over fairly vast areas and 
be able to impose uncontested leadership there. There are not four resistance 
"generals" who are committed along these lines: Mas'oud remains the proto- 
type. The future belongs to them if they don't get themselves killed and 

if they happen to overcome the splintering of Afghan society. This is more 
of a political than military problem. Moreover it lies within a more 
political approach to the counterguerrilla operations which the Soviets are 
committed to. 


III. Pacification or Sovietization? 
[17 Nov 83 p 6] 


[Text] With the invasion of December 1979 it was clear that the Soviet army 
was not made to fight against an essentially peasant resistance. Its primary 
objective was the neutralization of the Hafizullah Amin communist regime and 
not the reconquest of the countryside. The Soviets expected simple sporadic 
uprising doomed to fail. In any case, the Soviet army, heavy, armored, cen- 
tralized, was conceived for sustained frontal assault, not for counter- 
guerrilla warfare. 


A t*ousand examples confirm the failure of this army to adapt ani the erosion 
of troop morale. Pilots remain at high altitude when they expect to encounter 
machine guns of however doubtful effectiveness. The soldiers are not very 
aggressive and hesitate to leave their armored vehicles; they plan the black 
market, swap bullets and even rifles for hashish and food. Drug addition 
increases and heroin, supplied by the same laboratories of the tribal areas 
which now flood Pakistan (and therefore the USA), has just made its appear- 
ance. Even if there are few real prisoners of war, in the sense of the 
Geneva conventions, and few politically motivated deserters, we did witness 
an increase in the number of desertions and occasional captures of soldiers, 
a little lost, often drug-addicted and whom no one wanted, not the resistance, 
not the Westerners, not the Red Cross, and not, it would seem, the Soviet 
government. 


The Soviet army has admittedly made progress in the last 3 years; use of 
heliborne troops, increased mobility, reduced reliance on tanks, night 
ambushes, etc. But this tactical progress hardly counts for much in the over- 
all conduct of the war. It sometimes results from simple common sense which 
has seemed in short supply for 3 years: not until last spring did convoys 
from Panjshir, earmarked for the resistance and passing less than 2 kilometers 
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from the strongest Soviet base (Bagram), come under shelling from that base. 
But regular massacres of villagers and blind shellings are not enough tx 


lefine + Strategy. 


After tue major operations of 1981-1982, of which Panjshir primarily bore 
the brunt, strictly military activity diminished somewhat in 1983. The ascent 


of Mr. Andropovy to power confirmed an already perceptible trend: the army 
doesn't make war has it ever?), the KGB does. The Soviets want to neutralize 
the resistance by political action, and such action involves two areas lone - 


term Sovietization and short-term participation. Sovietization consists of 
absorbing into the Soviet way of life, elements which have already moved out 


f the tur ft Atghan society while in fact annexing the country. Pacifica- 
Lor nsists f neutralizing combatant groups one by one by dividine ther 
anc inducing them to lay down their arms, all the while playing on the tradi- 
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at ‘ Mos w 
oviet ition rs through the communist party and satellite organizations 
yout) wr OTe? YT ™ movements. Youths are sent at times as young 
years for re r less long-term training in the USSR (25.000 a: 
ire thers “ Marxisn ompulsory, ie taught 3 hours a week (in a 

4 ryvat »¢ The ‘ rme. terminology _ even lothes are bor: vw 

| had ’ 

é niv a sma fringe of modernized urban vouth wi 


tf tascination with something modern within rang 


1 en rh 4 ONnyv } Trion. More 1ieturbing « abe 
\ © suit hey i¥ 7 the minieatr ron i« 9 the har 
ut the key poete are he by Rueeiar M ‘ 
ePxce 1 ' ? urs 
nor juest me are pha ‘ ‘ 
. ° 3 aT @ ’ Sid ‘ 
* 42a e apparen ' ‘ « ’ ‘ , » . , , 
: mT ’ . ks 
a " @ ; ; 
rye Ler Penne! 
eer 
’ : »* 











Mut if political and economic integration are progressing slowly, Sovietization 
(s not reaching the countryside. The communist party is drained and torn 
apart: so-called mass crganizations are shadows except for the Fatherland 

front and the militiamen, which do not exactly come under the policy of 
ovietization but of Pacification. 


ust one service operates properly in the Atghan state apparatus: the "Khad"' 
state intelligence service). Copied after the KGB and run by it, the "Khad," 
saded by Dr. Najibullah, has its own network nationwide and also acts through 
ie department of tribal affairs of the Ministry of Tribes and Nationalities. 


onial Tradition 


Members ot Khad operate in the areas where they are from, playing upon ethnic, 
tribal and tamily solidarities. The technique is simple: they reinforce 
e traditional splintering of Afghan society into antagonistic solidarity 
ups so as to split the resistance. Then they negotiate ceasefires with 
irmed groups which they turn against their neighbors, without demanding 
htest ideological allegiance from them. These groups, secretly won 
rst, then become militia units ("patriots" in the regime's jargon), 
ned by the government. When a clean sweep has been made, they progressively 
e the state apparatus. 


it these groups will maintain their cohesion, since ideological support 
never involved, they must remain under the supervision of the traditional 

es and tight on the spot. The notables are then regrouped into the 
ont (Jabhe-ve padarwatan) which passes out emoluments and sine- 
he beet British colonial tradition. 


ied 


e notables is all the more necessary since neither the Soviet army 


KCB hase an indigenous affairs officer corps. The Afghan party and 
kewise quite incapable of supplying motivated leadership to the 
w ave been won over. The rare Soviet officers speaking Persian 


ventivy do not leave the provincial headquarters, and Soviet 
Muelim origin are kept in subordinate reles owing to lack of! 
Rut this reintorcement of the notables role has one maior draw- 


© abandonment of all reference to agrarian reform, to elimination 
to women's liberation and to the advancement of vouth. In 
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over ot a \eader ot the Hezb-e Islami d'Hekmatyar at Mirbachakot near Kabul 
(the story is authentic, probably involving Commander Malang) was concerned 
about the [fragility of such a turnaround. 


Limits ot Pacitication, then, appear quickly, despite local successes in the 
periphery of the big cities and along the main routes (such as the area of 
Pol-e Khumrilv. But the weakness of the government army and the reluctance 
of the Soviets to leave their refuges leave the militiamen exposed. Generally 
speaking they tight well, better than the army, until they have their backs 
to the wali. But then they slip back into the resistance with their weapons 
and equipment, as was recently observed around the government base of Khost 
when the militiamen from the Mandozay and Ismailkhayl clans changed sides 
during the violent Mujahidin summer offensives. To keep them in the Soviet 
camp, it would be ncessary to provide them with a better ideclogically moti- 
vated leadership and to protect them militarily in case of attacks. 


Here we see again the two weaknesses of the Soviet army in Afghanistan: the 
absence of local networks of activist supporters and shortage of manpower, 
too static in addition. 


mpact of! isSian 


The Soviet perceive of Afghan society, as the British did in the 19th century, 
as a tribal society. Their colonial policy is well adapted to achieve the 


winning over ot small groups, but falls short in getting larger groups to 


break away. The reason is that they have been neglecting the impact of Islam 
which supplies [elamist cadre in the resistance with a political ideology 

ipable, tor better or tor worse, of overcoming the splintering of traditional 

iety. That is why the ceasefire between the Soviets and Commander Mas'oud 


the Penjshir never had anything to do with a winning over, as the Soviets 
believed and hoped. This time we are no longer dealing with a notable but 


with a political leader capable of carrying out tactical withdrawals, who 
thinks out the problems of the war in broader terms and who bases his support 

1 taction and not on a solidarity group. The Afghan resistants are no 
onger the Basmachis of Soviet Turkestan of the 1920's. 


e trap that Atghanistan has always been for the Russians, the unchanging 


integration of the country into the USSR and the terminology used 
° viets (Atghanistan is a country "moving toward socialism," which 
vat ( right atter the countries in the socialist bloc, before Nicaragua, 
Ans 1 anc Ethiopia’, all leaves little doubt about the intentions of the 
~ to not ieave the country. Along these lines the noisy to-do over the 
, ; ) rene 
e etubbornness of the Afghan resistance, its political as well as mili- 
ynamiem and deep-seated rejection of the Soviet system by the whole 
lemonstrate suff ientiy that Afghanistan will be nothing like 
kestan, Mongolia and Poland. The empire is expanding but the more it 
expa the more fragile it becomes. In spite of all those who would like 


ee the usiness ver w we haven't heard the last of Afghanistan. 

















Factions in the Resistance 


Here are the main groups taking part in the Afghan resistance, classified 
by category: 


SUNNI FACTIONS 


Hezb-e Islami--radica! Islamist, leadership by intellectuals from the govern- 
ment academic network. 


Another Hezb-e Islami faction of moderate leanings is likewise led by tradi- 
tional Ulema from the private schools. 


Jamiat-e Islami--moderate Islamist, with the same leadership as the two fore- 
going factions, to which may be added Ulema from government religious schools 


and members of religious brotherhoods from the West. 


Harakat-e Enqelab--traditionalist, led by mollahs and ulema from non-govern- 
ment religious schools and by tribal cadre. 


Jabhe-ye Melli-ye Nejad--traditionalist, tribal cadre and members of religious 
brotherhoods in the Kabul area. 


Mahaz-e Islami-e--royalist, led by tribal leaders and notables from the 
tormer regime. 


SHLITE FACTIONS 


Nasr--radical Islamist, led by young men educated in Iran and by a radical 
group from the clergy trained in Iran. 


Shora Ye Ettefaq--traditionalist, led by members of the clergy and of the 
Sayyed caste (descendants of the prophet). 


llarakat-e Islami--moderate Islamist, led by young educated men from the cities. 


CSO: 6619/7 
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PAKISTAN 


WESTERN MEDLA ACCUSED OF DOUBLE STANDARDS 
Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 1 Dec 83 p 8 


[text] KARACHI, Nov. 30--Muazzam Ali Advisor to the President on National 
Press today said contrary to the general impression the western media's cover- 
age of Islam and the Muslim World was biased, hostile and tendentious. He was 


speaking on "Western media and the Muslim World", at a function organised by 
the Motamar Forum here. 


He said, he had no hesitation in saying that the western media has no moral 
ethics and pursued double standards. "It deliberately maligns and ridicules 
Islam and the Muslim World. It seldom misses an opportunity to undermine the 
confidence and sow seeds of dissensions in the Muslim nation," he said. 


He further pointed out that the role of western media was also inseparable 
from the Western world. View conditioned by historical legacies prejudices 
and cultural norms which were, more often than not equated with accepted pat- 
terns of civilised conduct. 


This ethnocentricity and a rather blatant double standard in portrayal of 


events was prominently reflected in western media reporting of issues concern- 
ing the Muslims. 


Among them are Iran's Islamic Revolution, Pakistan's nuclear programme and the 
Arab-Israeli conflict including the Palestinian issue. 


In the ultimate analysis, he maintained, the role of western media could not 
be divorced from the broader policy towards the Muslim World and the west's 
inability to develop a rapport with an assertive Muslim World that was deter- 
mined to bury the legacy of the colonial past. 


In this connection, he said, the late King Faisal's resolute opposition to 
¢ionism and his initiation of the oil embargo against western supporters of 
Israel during the night of the 1973 October War was a turning point in inter- 
national politics, demonstrating for the first time the Muslim World's capac- 
ity to use its precious resources--oil as an instrument to achieve political 
objectives. 











Muazzam Ali also dealt at length on the ownership pattern of western media and 
the influence of multinationals and the Zionists. He said 80 per cent of the 
British Press was owned or controlled by a few multinationals and 6 of the 9 
British national daily newspapers had ultimate control vested in a person, 
family or trust. 


Apart from ownership, the cultural and political belief systems of editorial 
staffs' also played important role in the media's policy on different issues. 
Such a tilt was clearly reflected in the American media. "It is no accident 
that the American media, by and large, orchestrates an easily discernible pro- 
Israeli, anti-Islamic bias with a consistency which is appalling", he said. 


He said the 'New York Times', the ‘Washington Post', 'Time', 'Newsweek', the 
"New Republic (Ostensibly a 'Liberal' weekly).; U.S. News' and ‘World Report' 
(a ‘Conservative’ weekly), the ‘International Herald Tribune', etc. all happen 
to be partly or wholly Zionist-owned or have Zionists in leading editorial 
positions. 


A balanced view of the Arab-Israeli conflict is thus sadly lacking he added. 


Muazzam Ali said an idea of the Zionist domination of the media could be had 
from the fact that in the U.K. the chairman of the BBC, and the Press Council 
were Zionists Jews. Besides, Lord Herrstern of Grenada T.V., and Lord Wider- 
field, a major publisher, were all Zionists Jew who migrated to the U.K. from 
Eastern Europe. 


Apart from newspapers, radio and T.V. the Zionists control major advertising, 
printing unions and distribution agencies. This gives them total control of 
the media of communication. 


CSO: 4600/197 











SLUM IMPROVEMENT : 


Karachi DAWN in English 1 [ec 83 p 14 


{Text ] 


CSO: 


LARKANA, Nov 30: For provid- 
ing necessary facilities to the 
Kutchi Abadis of Sind, negotiations 
are under way with the World Bank 
which desires to extend help for the 
uplift of Kutchi abadis in backward 
and remote areas, said the Sind 
Governor Lt-Gen. §.M. Abbasi, 
while speaking at a reception 
hosted by the Chairmen of District 
Council and Municipal Committee, 
Larkana, here at the Irrigation 
Rest House today. 

The World Bank wants to take up 
either one entire area or all Kutchi 
Abadis for the provision of basic 
amenities of life. However, Sind 
has decided to give a share to all 
districts from such offers, he said. 

About waterlogging and salinity 
problem the Governor said, in this 
regard much has already been done 
and more is in progress and with 
the completion of various schemes 
the problem would be partially sol- 
ved. He added that by the end of 
this year 21 villages of Larkana 
would get electricity at a cost of Rs 
41.47 million. 

Both the chairmen presented to 
the Governor the key of the city 
and symbo! of the city, respec- 
tively. A Sindhi turban was also 
presented to the Governor. 

APP adds: He said the policy of 
the present Government was to as- 
sociate the people with the working 
of the Government functionaries in 
development activities. He listed a 


4600/196 


NEGOTIATIONS FOR WORLD SANK HELP UNDER WAY 


number of steps taken by the Gov- 
ernment in this regard, such as, 
Crops boards, Crime Control com. 
mittees, Hospital Management 
boards and Provincial Education 
Council in the province. 

He said a Provincial Agricultural 
Research Board had recently been 
formed to streamline coordination 
among various agricultural re- 
search institutions so as to bring 
the benefits of their research to the 
growers effectively. 


Lt-Gen. §.M. Abbasi said that the 
Government had been paying more 
attention to the development of 
less developed areas in the pro- 
vince so as to bring them at par with 
other developed areas. 

He said, in Larkana district, a re- 
cord sum of Rs 137.67 crore had 
been spent on development pro- 
jects during the fifth Five-Year 

lan period. . 


He announced @ gpecial grant of 
Rs 10 4akh for ‘District Council, 
Larkana, from the reserved fund of 
Provincial Governmentrto carry out 
the development work. | 

He also announced a grant of Rs 
five lakh for Municipal committee, 
Larkana. 

Earlier, the Chairman of District 
Council, Larkana, Mr Masood 
Ahmed Khumro and Chairman, 
Larkana Municipal Committee, Mr 
Qurban Ali Abbasi, presented the 
address of welcome. 
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CONCERN EXPRESSED OVER UMAR ASGHAR'S DISMISSAL 


Karachi DAWN in English 4 Dec 83 p 4 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


4600/199 


LAHORE, Dec. 3: Prof. A.N.D. 
McAuley, Chairman, Department 
of Economics, University of Essex, 
has addressed a letter to the 
Pakistan Ambassador in the Un- 
ited Kingdom expressing his grave 
concern over the action taken 
against Mr. Omar Asghar Khan by 
the, Punjab University and the Mar- 
tial Law Administratjon. 

In his letter, a copy of which he 
has sent to the Vice-Chancellor of 
the Punjab University, Prof. 
McAuley has registered his protest 
“against the persecution to which 
one of our former students, Omar 
Asghar Khan, has been subjected 
over the past year or so.” 

Maintaining that Mr. Omar Khan 
was one of the best and brightest 
students from Pakistan to have 
studied in the University, Prof. 
McAuley has asked the Ambas- 
sador to convey to the Pakistan 
Government” the grave concern 
that we feel about the apparent 
erosion of academic freedom that 
this case betokens.” 

Meanwhile, Begum Amina As- 
ghar Khan, wife of Tehrik chief, in 
a statement has strongly con- 
demned the action taken against 
three teachers of Quaid-i-Azam 
University (seven years’ R.1.) and 
the action taken against three 
teachers of the Punjab University 
including Omer Asghar Khan, dis- 
missed under MLR-51. 

Referring to the protest day ob- 
served by University teachers all 
over the country today, she said 
that it was a sad reflection on “our 
nation-building institutions that in- 
tellectuals, be they writers, poets, 
journalists or teachers, are 
persecuted for their views.” 
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PAKISTAN 


POLITICAL STALEMATE: PROSPECTS FOR 1984 ANALYZED 
Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 1 Dec 83 pp 1, 8 
[Article by Mushahid Hussain: "Will 1984 Be The Year of Decision?"] 


[Text] ISLAMABAD, Nov. 30--With the MRD agitation having tapered off, the re- 
gime has surmounted its most serious internal political threat. When the 
movement started with an intensity which Surprised most observers, the ques- 
tion that was being asked was whether this was the "spark which could start 
the prairie fire". The government responded with its characteristic "do noth- 
ing" strategy which stems from a rather paternalistic assumption of allowing 
people to "let off steam". This implies a somewhat selective use of force on 
specific targets, without Over-reacting. 


The government was also helped by a couple of factors. Firstly, barring 
Sindh, the MRD failed to "take off" in the rest of Pakistan. Punjab, Baluchi- 
Stan and the Frontier Provinces remained calm except for the courting of ar- 
rests or the attempt made by Lahore lawyers to mobilise masses. Popular 
participation of the kind evident in Sindh was visibly absent in other parts 
of Pakistan. The movement acquired the character of "Sindhi agitation", 
linked to specific grievances of the people there. It did not assume the role 
of a mass national movement. Secondly, Mrs. Gandhi came to the rescue of the 
regime by her statements in Support of the agitation. The issue of restora- 
tion of democracy was relegated to the background and that of Indian interfer- 
ence in our internal affairs came to the forefront. 


In the process the government's own hardline was also modified. It started 
talking to the politicians, whom it had despised and treated with contempt in 
the past. This included the first public contact with a MRD leader, namely, 
the Presidential representative's meeting with Air Marshal Asghar Khan in 
Abbottabad. 


The government alse seems to have been sensitive to the specific Sinhi aspects 
of discontent and it has started taking certain measures to alleviate the deep 
sense of deprivation that exists in that Province. There has been a sudden 
Spurt of promotions of selected Sindhi officers as also immediate recruitment 
of 32 young Sindhis from rural Sindh who had passed the CSS competitive examn- 
ination but failed to get positions in the Federal Government. PTV has also 
been active in screening “development in Dadu" sort of programmes which are 
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meant to emphasise the regime's interest in progress in Sindh. Overtures have 
also been made to the eminent Sindhi intellectual and leader of the Sindhi 
Awami Tehrik--a key vanguard of the recent agitation--Rasul Bux Palejo, whose 
life in Kot Lakhpat Jail in Lahore has been made slightly more comfortable. 
Recently, the President also received Dr. Hameeda Khuhro, one of the leading 
exponents of Sindhi nationalism, for an exclusive 90-minute meeting. 


On the political front, the situation is distressing in that a new complacency 
has set in and necessary sense of urgency is sadly lacking. Even in Sindh, 
the government should have healed the wounds of the past rather than launching 
punitive operations in rural areas to flush out "dacoits and miscreants" which 
could lead to alienation of the Sindhi masses. Any resource to punish those 
Waderas of Sindh who took part in the anti-regime protests would be 
counter-productive. 


Power-Sharing 


The basic question that needs to be answered is whether after the recent agi- 
tation, the regime's assessment of the situation has changed to such an extent 
that it is no more determined to "go it alone" in running this country as it 
has done in the last 6-1/2 years. Visible indicators point to a reply in the 
negative. For a military regime like the incumbent one, there are basically 
three options on the political front: either to maintain the status-quo, or 
to opt for power-sharing or to transfer power to an elected civilian regime. 
The last option practically does not exist, as in our country there is no tra- 
dition of a voluntary exit from high office, since even civilian politicians 
in Pakistan have been reluctant to part with power. It seems to be a tall 
task for an institution like the army, which has a big stake in our power 
Structure. 


As the regime itself must have understood by now, the present status-quo is 
unacceptable to a large section of the population and that is one reason why 
the President himself made his August 12 announcement for a phased return to 
civilian rule. This being the case, the question is whether the regime is 
willing to share power with acceptable politicians and political parties, 
which it has strongly resisted to date. Thus the issue is not of transfer of 
power but of power-sharing, which the regime is not prepared to do so even 
with its ideological allies. 


Despite public statements to the contrary, there is little evidence on the 
ground to provide a sufficient basis for optimism that 1984 will in fact be 
the year of national elections of any kind, whether on party or non-party 
basis. The political dialogue which began with the JUP has remained a non- 
Starter. In fact, it has become the proverbial "dialogue of the deaf". After 
the JUP fiasco, the JUI said 'No' to talks, while the Jamat-e-Islami and the 
Pagara Muslim League went along for discussions. Later we Started hearing of 
"in-depth serious discussions" with such entities as the Progressive People's 
Party, the Gharib Awam Party and the Pakistan Progressive Party! 


While the President's meetings with the Election Commissinn are widely publi- 
cised by a news-hungry media, there is again little evidence of ground 
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preparation for any sort of elections in the second half of 1984. Addit ional- 
ly, 1£ elections are to be held, under what constitutional framework would 
they be? The 1973 Constitution is still "in abeyance’. The Provisional 


'WRA Factor' 


When two parties in business negotiate some agreement, their assessment of 
each other's intentions is based on what is called the "WRA factor". WRA 
Stands for the Willingness, Readiness and Ability of either party to go 
thrcugh an agreement. The evidence so far points to a minus "WRA factor" in 
the context of holding elections of any kind in 1984. In this regard, the re- 
gime is as aware of certain home-truths as others are. When it comes to the 
brass-tacks, the issue boils down to the PPP versus the regime. Additionally, 
whether it likes it or not, the regime is a party to the polls and its role 
is not that of a 'referee' as was claimed in July 1977. What has changed 
Since July 1977 is that with so many false starts and failure to deliver on 
what was promised, those who were the regime's potential allies then are no 
more willing to hold its hands. 


For future developments, it would be in the interest of both the government 
and the country if certain factors were kept in mind. Firstly, that Sind has 
been a major warning signal which should be heeded and not dismissed out of 
hand as a simple expression of discontent from "disgruntled elements" of a 
certain area. The government should not take solace from popular apathy in 
the rest of Pakistan as Such attitudes can also mark indifference to the State 
as awhole. It undermines its ability to ward off foreign interference and 
intervention. In the Same context, it needs to be clearly understood that a 
foreign policy can be effective only when it operates from a secure domestic 
base. A strong external policy cannot Prop up a weak domestic base, although 
a strong domestic base can certainly strengthen the promotion of external re- 
lations. Secondly, the regime needs to learn lessons from its fellow ruling 
khaki brethren in Turkey and Bangladesh. In Turkey, after great screening so 
as to ensure "positive results" in elections when practically only the "yes" 
" parties remained, even then the "yes sir" party lost. But 


sured the Turkish army a role in the national power structure and his ow 
position within that. Then the unrest in Bangladesh after Gen. Ershad's an- 
nouncement of a return to democratic rule indicates that politically-con- 
Scious people can stand up to attempts by authority to perpetuate itself. 

The key aspect in both Situations is timing as well as the response to pres- 
Sure from below. Lastly, the regime should not take for granted the American 
connection and Washington's commitment to the Status-quo. After all, Secre- 
tary of Defence, Caspar Weinberger, himself was quoted as saying on his ar- 
rival in Islamabad in October that "we have to look to alternatives" in 
response to a question on the political situation in Pakistan. The American 
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interest is in preservation of political stability which is seen as serving 
its own interests in Pakistan as well as the region. There is no reason to 
doubt that most of the MRD parties are not averse to the American connection. 
A majority of the Pakistani political elite, whether inside or outside the 
government, is politically pro-American and as the track record shows, there 
is no steadfast Super-Power commitment to either personalities or policies. 


Having teen firmly in the saddle for the last six and a half years, the regime 
has obtained yet another breather and more time. It should utilise this to 


get cracking on holding national elections in 1984 rather than to wait for the 
next bubble to burst. 


CSO: 4600/197 
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PAKISTAN 


REPATRIATION OF BIHARIS OPPOSED 
Karachi DAWN in English 1 Dec 83 p 4 


[Text] Syed Ghulam Mustafa Shah, a former Vice-Chancellor of the Sind Uni- 
versity, said in a statement yesterday that "Sindhi leaders of all shades of 
opinion are opposed to the importation of Biharis in Pakistan." 


He pointed out that Pakistan was already grappling with the problem of Afghan 
refugees and it would not be proper to make Pakistan "a cess-pool of sociolog- 
ical maladjustment" by bringing in persons who are in "a state of sociological 
and cultural bitterness." 


He said Lord Ennal's visit to Pakistan in connection with the repatriation of 
Biharis was part of the “American and international Jewish conspiracy." 


"Let Lord Ennels clean up his own house in England," before he interferes in 
other's affairs," he added. 


Mr. Qamar Bhatti, a leader of the Jeay Sind Tehrik, has asked Lord Ennels (who 
is on a visit to Pakistan in connection with the repatriation of stranded Pak- 
istanis in Bengladesh) that he better "go back home." 


In a statement, he said if Lord Ennels was so sympathetic of the lot of 
'Biharis' in Bangladesh, he should help rehabilitate them in his home country, 
the U.K. 


The Sindhis would not tolerate any move whereby they (Sindhis) become a minor- 
ity in their land of birth, he added. 


CSO: 4600/196 


115 








PAKISTAN 


COMPLAINT OVER POLITICAL PARTY'S ROLE IN LOCAL ELECTIONS 


Karachi DAWN in English 4 Dec 83 p 4 


[Excerpt ] Mr. Hussain Haroon has ap- 
pealed to the Government to take 
notice of involvement of a defunct 
political party in the local bodies 
affairs. 

Addressing a Press conference 
on Saturday evening, he said the 
local bodies elections were held on 
non-party basis and this should be 
saved from politics. 

He alleged that receptions were 
being arranged in honour of the 
Mayor with the object of campaign- 
ing in favour of a defunct political 
party. He cited the example of such 
meeting held on Friday in his con- 
stituency and said certain leaders 
of a defunct political were present 
there. 

He also distributed copies of 
photographs among the newsmen 
showing some office-bearers of a 
defunct political party present at 
Friday’s reception. 

He said defunct political parties 
might interfere in the provincial 
and national assembly elections 
even if they were held on non-party 
basis. 

He appealed to the Government 
to set certain amount for the de- 
velopment of each constituency in 
the city. 

He suggested that octroi duty on 
eatables should be abolished to re- 
duce prices. 

He also suggested that a Rs. 10 
billion special development plan 
should be chalked out for Sind. He 
suid problems of waterlogging and 
salinity be tackled on priority basis 
in Sind and the government lands 
be distributed only among the loca! 
farmers of the province. He said he 
had made these suggestions during 
the Majlis-i-Shoora meeting also. 


cso: 4600/199 
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PAKISTAN 


NOORAN] OPPOSES RIGHTIST ALLIANC! 
isiemabead THE MUSLIM in English 29 Now &' p 


Text KARACH!, Now. 26--Maulana Shah Ahmed Noorani has reiterated his 
perty-s Stand that any rightist ailiance will further complicate the present 
Situation in the country instead of resolving it. 


shen contacted here today he said that efforts were being made to include his 
party in the PML-~J1 negotiations for a rightist alliance, but “our stand in 
this commection is clear and unambiguous: a rightist alliance will lead t< 
civil wer in the country,” he added. 


he Said Chat the present Tegime was repeating the same mistakes committed bv 
ven. Yaehva “They don't want to part with power and that would definitely 
\eac Che country to disintegration”, he apprehended. 


te predicted that the next party to join the PML-JI alliance would by Maulana 
Keusar Niazi’'s Progressive People's Party. 


‘ne JUP chiet said that the effort is conventrated on keeping the People's 
Party out of power “Our stand is that we want elections under 1973 Constitu- 
tion anc iet the peopie decide whom they want to bring into power. It is 
their right 


Maulana Noorani's analysis of the situation is that the government wants to 
hold provincial assemblies elections and then those of the Senate and the Na- 
tional Assembly. “The assemb)y will be at the mercy of the President. In 
case of a decision against his wishes, he wil] have the right to dissolve it. 
The decision of eight crore Pakistanis will be altered by an individual." 


criticising the present raise in the ghee prices he said "In a democratic 
State could any one think of such a measure being allowed to go unchallenged". 
“For this unbridled power they want to hold a partyless election under the 
August 12 formula,” he added. 
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PAKISTAN 


PAKISTAN, MALAYSIA SIGN AGREEMENT ON UNIVERSIT’ 


lslamabad THE MUSLIM in English 29 Now &' 


iText ISLAMABAD. Nov 28 The three years in the fs imsteimen: 
Federal Minister for Educatwr The ismmic University, ism 
Dr Mohammad Afzai and 6 Se ¢ Seae 
the s@vices of * teachers for 
Malaysian Minister for Educe Arebic, Shariah and Dews The cos 
ton Datuk Dr Suleman bin OC 
Hay: Daud on behalf of thew overtnas allowances of 
“espective 3 these tepchers be borne by the 
mgne Gevenmen of Pakistan The 
an agreement pertamung to (he govenment of Mabyss will 
tinancial commitments of the provide = ~~" medica! ak 
two government for the estab = oe oe t (yr- 
lishment of the internationa| ~ tg on > yas @ Ge fe 
iskarmic , Malaya a Univer any ise 
isiammabad and amu! —— fy ate 
aneously vear we inte min 
: yon Nov. 27, 1983 travel will be borne by Malsysier 
Under the Pak war Government and the local com: 
will provade the foliowing semistan « will be pexi by Pakistan This 
to the univer gt) arrangement woukl be for five 
Pakigan will mupply books i years in the {ee mstance 
ine Uniwer wi) The internation! «= ish mic 
worth Re | 10 inc each year for Univeraty. Mak ysie and the isia mic 
five years Untveratty Ishamabad are declared 
The isemic Uniwerstty, iskm as este universities Both the 
Per rg my el 
the for common research 
islamic Research inatitute Al and exchenge of 
future publications will alm be students and publications 
mupriied tc the lmternstions| isle The Government of Malysh 
Univadty, Mam hes emablished on internetions! 
— | 44> ~~ of the Aa ag tee 
y t ten slam). 
FFE <a 
y eovenment : An to co-sponsor [he 
yom but the inca! come will be paid Internationa! islamic Univer aiy 0: 
for by the Goverament of Pakistan Matsysm was in idamebad 
This arrangement would be for on 12th Mav, 1983.—APP 
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future is @f stake 
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Punjab. but the common people a 
still waiting Thev know thar s 
suffering Seon thev wil! act. | 
long wail is becoming an agor 
longer Punjab takes to wak: 
more Sindh: nationalism wil! tx» 
omurate Well over a thousan: th 
pie Rave been killed in thal pr 
alread, The Sindh poet of oid. § 
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The mighty serpent has deciar« 
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This 16 the same multitude wh 
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gadh " Many Sindhis are quoting t! 
saving against Zia They migh! Lo» 


iawvert 
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fMlie 


this particular battle. but ir wil bx 
jong war 
The army high command iw c« 


tainiy not complacent They ar: 
aware of the tact that even thous! 
Sind and Baluchistan remain is 
lated. Punjab could begin to eru: 
sooner or later It is m onde 

pre-empt @ vOicanic expiosion in t! 
that Zia'’s unoffica! 


Quarter prime 
minister, Genera! Ari!, has startec ¢ 
public dialogue with some of th: 
politica: parties it is true that some 
of these parties are mere cyvphe 
whose infivence is limited to the 


front. rooms of the spacious mansio: 
owned by thew leaders Howeve 
Au Marshal Asghar Khan is a ditls 
rent matter He has been, for mar 
vears now, in the opposition He 
opposed Ayub, Bhutto and, in recé 

months, the present regime in som: 
wavs he would make the idea! ca 

Gate to organise the transition tr 

military to Civilian rule He has the 
respect of sections of the arme 
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forces and 1s widely regarded as the 
choice of the US state departmen: 
Add to this the fect that he is a 
decent man. untainted by corruption 
or the sort of venality common to 
many politicians and one can see 
why the more liberal of the 
cowil service and the services 
would be prepared to repose the. 
trust om him and his party the 
Tehrik:-istiaia! 
| am on the side of the little 
creatures | am confident that they 
will fonaliy eet red of the serpen: 
That u why ¢ MHCIANS, Esperia: 
ly those of the P. must have some 
ready answers im the ewent of ap 
election The first demand of .the 
minorities and. ! would add. of man) 
common people of Punjab is thar the 
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credibie eémunmtration Moreoy>. 
the au marshel would be controni« 


the peopie would lead wery rapid). 
© @ mew ove of meee test 
There can be little that the 
“mughty serpent” us on trouble Whe 
can Go’ Here the example of 
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"Notwithstanding the difference of perceptions which may arise between India 
and Pakistan from time to tome, my Prime Minister Shrimati Indira Gandhi and 
our Government stand deeply committed to the improvement of relations between 
two countries," he said. 


During question-answer session the Indian envoy said the concerned joint Sub- 
Committee might as well consider the question of smooth flow of information, 
exchange of journalists’ visit, raising the number of correspondents in eitwuer 
country, and exchange of newspapers, periodicals, journals and books between 
India and Pakistan. 


Asked about India's abstention in voting on Afghanistan resolution at the Lh, 
Mr Sharma said it might be due to the wording or interpretation of the reso- 
lution. He, however, noted that formulations on the Afghan crisis by India 
and Pakistan were similar, though perceptions to achieve the objective might 
be different. 


Mr Sharma said the statements by the Indian Government leaders should bread as 
part of a national debate that continuously went on in India about the geo- 
political compulsions in the sub-continent and the "security risks" involvec 
therein to india itself. There had been a common teeling in India that geo- 
political and security environment in the South Asian region had "greatly de- 
teriorated,.” in recent vears due to, what he said, unhelpful measures taken by 
super-Powers in the region's local affair: 


The creeping in by certain foreign powers trom tar away the scene can resu.t 
mplications which should be avoided tor the security anc peace of the re- 


yi he opserve: 


Asked about the delay of opening of the Pakistan Consulate-Genera.: in bomb: 
the indian envoy eaid that certain properties. to house the Lonsul ate-venera, 
had been identified and a gwonth ago Foreign Secretary RKasgotra hac written |t 


C tee hiet Secretary, Maharashtra, to expecite the matter 
ie 1 weetioner that the Joint iIndia-~-?rakistar Ommission, whi 
ret meeting in une iaet,. Was due tO meet DY the enc [f \weocember next 
that ropoesaie under etudy of the various subP-cOmmissilons® anc give oncrete 


enape woule me up tor the coneiderat ior | the int Om is 








PAKISTAN 


LEADER CLAIMS PPP LEADERSHIP TURNED AGAINST BEUTTO 
islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 28 Nov 83 p 8 


(Text] NEW DELHI, Nov. 27--Maulana Kausar Niazi President of the Progressive 
People's Party is reported to have told an Indian journal that Begum Nusrat 
Bhutto and other leadership of the present People's Party claiming to be 
champions of Bhutto cause were comfortably sitting in their houses when Bhutt. 
was being hanged. 


The interview with Maulana Kausar Niazi was yesterday published by a month]: 
magazine Delhi Recorder under a splashing headline ‘Nusrat conspired against 
éulftiqar. The journal's editor Raipal Singh Chaudhry recently visited 
Pakistan 


“hy did mot the party leadership give a call to the people to come out in th 
streets Co protest, when the Supreme Court ordered Bhutto's hanging, the 
Maulana asked 


‘he Maulana recalled that after the Supreme Court ordered the hanging of 
Bhutto the party's central leadership met at Islamabad for three full days 

ne Said he did not attend but in a message sent to the party leadership he 
advisec that the exigencies of the situations demanded that a call be given : 
the people of Pakistan to come out in the etreets in protest against the 
supreme Court's verdict 


© @., the Central Committee could come Out with was one measiv Sugeest i 


aC 4 mercy petition be made to the President. Now what was sense i; t ‘ 
iske (f the only answer was a mercy petition we should have kept 
-€2.080eG With this man (President Jia) oper and not followed polic, 
mteation with him’ he argued 
Lana Nilazgi said the nigh Court proceedings were bovcotted ang issue 
be jiticai one by the PP! 
eetioned whether btbegum bhurtt wae & part of this conspiracy Maulana Kau 
sal : OuTse she hereseit was congucting the who! thing. ne w 
‘ iticai Ss Aan We) 46 pead | the s@pai ii 


PwWellig @meoCliiet jue ef ne e@ic the Very peopie whe are tod, 
®* the apoet les [| édemoctra anc Champions of Bhutt “use were miort 


their i seeh wie PHUCTO Was being hange 

















PAKISTAN 


ITALY SAID KEEN TO HELP IN MAJOR PROJECTS 
Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 28 Nov 83 p & 
[Article by Ashraf Hashmi! 


(\Text| ISLAMABAD, Nov. 27--Italian Government fully approves and supports the 
priorities fixed by Pakistan under its Sixth Five-Year Plan and was keen to 
participate in some of the major economic development projects in the field of 
agriculture, energy and health. This was stated here by the leader of the 12- 
member italian official delegation, Claudio Pacifico. The delegation on a 
eight-day visit to this country will hold important deliberations with a nun- 
ber of officials belonging to the Agriculture Development Bank, Ministry of 
Economic Affairs, Planning and Agriculture. 


Mr. Pacitico while talking to The Muslim said that though his delegation was a 
fact tincing mission yet it was convinced of the feasibility and viability of 
the various projects submitted to the Italian Government by Pakistan. He said 
his country was already extending economic assistance to this country through 
the Aid-to-Pakistan Club of which Italy was a member and also on bilateral 
basis. ‘he commitment made by his government during the last one year was of 
more than 100 million dollars. 


Pakistan, he said, was on the top of his country's economic assistance to 

Asia we want to assist the country in whatever way possible as we are fully 

convinces t the development strategy and general guideline of various econonm- 
projects included in the country's Sixth Five-Year Plan. He said his dele- 

gation which included nine leading industrialists of the country dealing in 

agro-base industry would also meet the members of Pakistan Chamber of Com- 


merce and industry to see what type of mutual cooperation could be possible 
between the tw ountries in the private sector. Apart from holding negotia- 
Cion in isiamabad the lLiaiian delegation will also visit Lahore, Gujranwala 
i Mui t 
who is the head of the Asian department in Italian Foreign 
TfTice e xi Li that the bulk of Italian aid to Pakistan consisted of soft 


ne said his country did not beileve in exploiting a devel- 
ing ntryv through economic assistance. “If we are convinced of the via- 
it i ‘ Leas ibdbilit . a@& project we otter iiberail ai ind grants 
r tte Mwaver attach anv condition t it @xce t i! ‘ | grants, 











that if the projects required foreign expertise of technical know-how the same 
should be obtained from Italian business concerns and not from other country. 


He said after concluding his visit he will submit a report to his government 
which would be sent to the Italian delegation taking part in the Paris meeting 
of the consortium being held to consider the projects submitted by Pakistan 
for a policy commitment of the consortium countries. He maintained that his 
country's delegation in the consortium meeting would definitely support Paki- 
Stan stand as his government was in full agreement with Pakistan's projections 
in the field of energy and agriculture. 


He said Pakistan and Italy stood good chance of enhanced mutual cooperation in 
the economic field and as a result of the visit of his delegation further pro- 
gress in this direction will be made. He said he had already had very useful 
discussions with the officials of the ADBP and was much impressed by the 
activities of the bank for the development of the agricultural sector in 
Pakistan. 


CSO: 4600/187 














PAKISTAN 


EFFECTS OF DROP IN MANPOWER EXPORT DISCUSSED 
Karachi DAWN in English 2 Dec 83 Supplement p I, II 


\Article by Izharul Hasan Burney in "A DAWN Special Report" on the United Arab 
Emirates: "Exodus of Pakistani Workers" ] 


{Text} EXODUS of Pakistani expatriate workers from most of the Gulf countries 
is now underway and the Stage has already reached for Islamabad to have a 
quick reappraisal of its manpower export policy for this region in particular, 
observers in Dubai told this correspondent during a recent visit to the UAE. 


The trend is clearly visible from the Significant drop in the number of new 
employment visas on the one hand and ever-increasing number of returning Paki- 
Stanis on the other, besides, of course, the resultant decline in home 
remittances. 


usual economy measures. 


Harassing Procedures 


But, more importantly it is becoming increasingly difficult to import workers 
from Pakistan because of the over-bureaucratised manpower export procedures, 
these observers said. 


Some idea of the disturbing trend can be had from the fact that Pakistan's 
Consulate General in Dubai (which deals with the UAE's six emirates except Abu 
Dhabi) cleared a total of 6,748 new employment visas during the ten months of 
this calendar year, i.e. an average of 674 per month. 


The figure for the corresponding period of last year was 9,467, i.e. an aver- 
age of 946 per month representing a straight drop of about 35 per cent. 
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The UAE Immigration and Labour Department does not release the figures of work 
visas cancelled from time to time. 


However, those having served for three years or more report at the Pakistan 
missions for certification of the Transfer of Residence to avail themselves of 
the benefits of the T.R. Scheme under the Personal Baggage Rules of the 
Central Board of Revenue. 


The number of such old workers applying for T.R. Certificates at the Dubai 
Consulate General totalled 2,588 during the first 10 months of this year. 


This means an average of 258 T.R. Certificates per month or nearly nine per 


day. The number is steadily growing with every passing month, officials 
reported. 





Yet another indicator is the ris- 
ing number of Emergency Pass- 
ports being requested for by 
Pakistani workers who had entered 
the UAE illegally or have lost the 
travel documents and are return- 
ing home voluntarily and on their 
own accord. The total for the last 
105 days was 238, i.e. 68 per month. 


Home remittances 


On the other hand, out-passes be- 

ing issued to the deportees in- 
creased from 640 in the first 10 
months of 1982 to 900 upto October 
this year i.e. about 30 per cent more 
than last year. 
' The growing imbalance between 
Pakistanis reaching the UAE and 
those returning home is also 
proved by the marked decline in 
home remittances. 

Figures obtained from the Un- 
ited Bank show that during Jan-Oct 

‘1982 a total of 72,712 bank drafts 
‘were sent to Pakistan. The number 
“dropped to 62,082 in the cor- 
“responding period this year, iz. a 
‘decline of about 13 per cent. 

On the other hand, actual remitt- 
ances during four months (July-: 
October) this year through this 
“particular bank declined to Rs. 
-151.3 million from Rs. 182.4 million 
-@uring July-Qct (four months) of 
1982 as under ; 


Remittances Remittances 
in 1982in jn 1983 in 
Month millions. millions 
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* Reports of large-scale retrench- 
ment and redundancy have natur- 
ally caused concern and anxiety 
among the Pakistani workers. 


Telling blow 


, Besides economic recession, the 
problem has been aggravated by a 
gombination of other factors, not- 
bly the stringent labour laws, 
move for Arabisation in conformity 
with the GCC and the Arab League 
tesolutions, concerted efforts to- 
Wards multi-nationalism in major 
Qrganisations, growing competi- 
tion from the other non-Arab Asian 
manpower exporting countries like 
{ndia,, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, the 
Philippines etc. 
: Dealing with the labour laws 
first, which has caused a telling 
blow on the Pakistani workers, it is 
recalled that the first move came 
over three years ago when the UAE 
Government ordered that a worker 
could not freely change employers. 

Since it was primarily aimed at 
protecting the interests of the emp- 
loyers, such: switch-over was al- 
lowed if the employee obtained a 
No Objection Certificate from his 
sponsors. 

The impact of this restriction was 
further reduced when some of the 
emirates in the UAE called upon 
the employers to first utilise the 
jobless workers within the country 
before resorting to fresh recruit- 
ment from abrdad. 

New labour laws decreed during 
the course of the last one year have 
not only brushed aside all such flex- 
ibilities but have in fact gone too 
far ahead. 

In the first instance, it has been 
decreed that a worker rendered 
jobless for any reason whatsoever 











shall have to quit the country. 

Furthermore, such a worker shall 
not be eligible to re-enter the 
country for at least six months from 
the date of exit. This is ensured by 
putting a stamp on the passport at 
the time of the exit of the emigrant 
worker. 

The impact of these provisions is 
two-fold: 

First, if a  mason/elect- 
rician/carpenter/clerk is engaged 
by a particular contracting com- 
pany, he is sent back home im- 
mediately after the completion of 
that particular project. 

The worker can no more stay 
back and look for a job: nor can he 
be offered a job by any other emp- 
loyer under any circumstances. - 

Secondly, even if such a worker 
has earned the goodwill or reputa- 
tion for his efficiency, he cannot 
cash on it as there is a ban on his 
re-entry for at least six months. 

A large number of Pakistanis en- 
gaged in construction and develop- 
ment projects have been affected 
by these laws and have no option 
but to return home. 

Yet another recent development 
has been the decision under which 
all employers have to import at 
least 30 per cent of their manpower 
from the Arab countries. All fresh 
employment visas are now subject 
to this decision. 

Since last month, another deci- 
sion is being rigidly enforced. This 
pertains to the six-month ban on 
the re-entry of transit vise-holders. 
and is a follow-up of an earlier or- 
der prohibiting employers from en- 
gaging a person entering the 
country on transit or visit visa. 

Yet another development is the 
emphasis on Emiratisation of 
services, i.e. special programmes 
and incentives for the locals to do 
jobs both in public and private 
sectors. a 

One part of it is the launching of 
the Summer Jobs Scheme under 
which the government nominates 
school and university students to 
do jobs in various organisations 
during the summer vacations on a 
“suitable stipend.” Those of them 
who wish to continue or seek emp- 
loyment are placed on the perma- 
nent pay roll. 

So, we see, labour laws becoming 
more and more stringent with the 
passage of time and making it in- 
creasingly difficult for Pakistanis 
to find jobs in the entire Gulf 
region. - 
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Competition 


Added to it is the growing com. 
petition from other manpower ex. 
porting countries of Asia and the 30 
per cent mandatory quota fixed for 
the manpower exporting countries 
of the Arab world which should 
Primarily benefit Egyptians and 
Sudanese whose presence is more 
conspicuous now. 

In spite of official resistance to 
allegations of a “cultural invasion” 
of the Gulf by the Asians, it is not 
denied that the campaign launched 
by circles having vested interests is 
resulting in mounting pressure on 
major employers who seem to be 
trying hard to achieye multi- 
nationalism in their organisations. 


The seriousness of this allegation 
and the tempo of this campaign can 
be gauged from the fact that the 
sixth session of the Committee on 
Labour and Social Welfare of the 
Gulf Region resolved to study and 
deliberate on the “Impact of Alien 
Maid Servants on Arab Families.” 

It has been séparately decided to 
take up a study of the impact of 
labour laws in the Gulf countries in 
January next year with the obvious 
objective of achieving uniformity 
and to plug the holes wherever 
necessary. 

It is acknowledged that the 
Pakistani worker excels all his com- 
petitors in efficiency, skill and out- 
put. In certain fields, particularly 
construction industry, transport, 
agriculture, forestry etc as well asa 
host of other sectors involving man- 
power of semi-skilled nature, the 
Pakistani worker has a clear edge 
over the others. 

However, wage-wise, the 
Pakistani worker is costlier. He is 
also a man of self-respect, dignity, 
and pride — not timid or submis. 
sive like most other Asian workers. 


| Whispering campaign 


Through whispering campaign 
vested interests have successfully 
branded the Pakistani worker as 
defiant, vocal and ready to fight for 
his rights. 

However, the Arab employer stil! 
prefers the tough Pakistani labour 
to suit job requirements, but feels 
frustrated because of the stringent 
labour laws at home and the heav- 
ily bureaucratised manpower ex. 
port procedures and regulations 
enforced in Pakistan. 














mpagrertat »! lie 


eattetely iter ai ma 


aire ot Poe lac ict) we egetesetiie 
© exodus of Pakistan: works 
CCrretrees 6 the ge 

nm the tpeid wm whach hx 


: Tenepoly — cComstru 
ndust 
wading to ah ottmoal study, 5. 
e ent ot the entire labour torc: 


LA was engaged in cor 
n andustry, lo per cent uw 
service lt per cent m clerna 
yom. seven per cent m technica! 
services, SLX per cent im trading 
salesmen), and two per cent in 
administrative-Dusiness cadres 
Ir is Obvious that with the slump 
in cOmstruction industry, budget 
cuts, and the economy drive, the 
axe would first fall on the construc 
tron industry and che Pakistam: who 
is the worst hit of all expatriate 
labour at the present moment 


Kedundancy 


Keralites trom India dominate 
sale and iow clerical jobs, Sri 
Lankans as mands, the Filipinos in 
hovel and tourism jndustry, Egyp 
tians as mediamen including news 
paper industry, education, and sec. 
retaria! jo¥s in key sectors, and the 
Sudanese similar trades and 
professions 

Reverting to general economic 
situation in the region, mcluding 
‘the LAE, it may be menuoned that 
most of the Gulf countries have 
nearly reached a Saturation point 
in respect of development of 
economic and social infrastructure 
like harbours, airports, dry-docks, 
educational institutions, health 
services, roads and bridges, and 
other public buildings including 
the bulk of low-cost housing for the 
UAE citizens. Water supply and 
electricity networks have either 
been completed or are nearing 
completion. 


In the public and private sectors, 
housing was the major field of ac- 
tivity. In this respect also a bulk of 
the development has already taken 
place. 

One could visit any of the Gulf 
cities and find beautifully metalled 
roads and highways, concrete pave- 
ments, roadside plantation, park- 
ing lots, gardens, playgrounds and 
parks, and a complete network of 
municipal and _ other utility 
Services. 
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The other 1s the world 
tion and the resultant Dude! 
by the Gulf countries in view of the 
decline in o1! revenue The LAI! 
for stance, had to resort to a 22 
per cent reduction in the stat! ina! 
ministries and departments some 
week ago (This is now being don 
by scrutinising the needs of eac! 
ministry insteac of the straign' 
cut) 


The other is the genera! economy 
drive which has been in force tor a 
couple of years and involved sma! 
ler allocation for selective items 
and priority projects only . 


The private sector has been af 
fected partly in sympathy with the 
public sector spendings and part}, 
owing to the politica! situation in 
the regivn, notably Iran, Iraq and 
Afghanistan. 


Dubai trading, for example, has 
been largely affected because of a! 
most total stoppage of tradiuonal 
exports to Iran and Atghanistan 


Exports to India are limited be- 
cause of stringent Customs regula- 
tions, while exports to Pakistan 
have gone down because of the new 
tegulations restricting the validity 
of “A” Form only to the country of 
embarkation. 

However, the prospects of emp- 
loyment of Pakistani labour are not 
very bleak either. 


According to an official study, 
the present labour force in the 
UAE comprises about 80 per cent 
Asians and 18 per cent Arabs. In 
Government departments, about 
50 per cent are Asians, 47.4 per 
cent Arabs, and 2.6 per cent other 
nationalities. 


The same study shows that over 
90 per cent of the Asian workforce 
is illiterate. 


World Bank study 











ihe P murate of Abu Dhabi «os 
he other hand, the COMposition of 
ihe worktorce is 10 per cent local: 
<V per cent Arab nationals. 67 per 
ent Asians, two per cent Euro 
peans, and one per cent other 
nationalities. Out of this work 
force, 41 per cent ts stated to be 
nomiterate, 27 per cent luerate. 
and only 32 per cent educated 


The study reveals that in the 
Emirate of Abu Dhabi average 
weekly wage of a worker was 
dirhams 477 in 1978 as compared to 
Dh 390 in the other parts of the 
UAE. Petroleum industry worker's 
average wage was Dh 917 per week. 
banking and insurance Dh 810 per 
week, and construction industry 
Dh 404 per week. 


The study indicates that annual 
wage increased from Dh 25,000 in 
1975 to Dh 26,000 in 1980. 


According to a World Bank study, 
the manpower needs of the various 
countries in the Gulf would involve 
import of additional 2.829 million 
expatriate workers during the next 
decade 


Besides Oman which made a late 
Start and 1s now taking big strides 
towards development and of course 
Saudi Arabia, the UAE also offers 
great potential. In particular, there 
is now a shift towards agriculture 
and forestry and this is one sector 
where again Pakistani labour 
should excel. 


The other sectors would also re- 
main open on account of the obvi- 
ous liking of the Arab employer for 
the Pakistani worker’s efficiency 
and output. 


Observers said the wage diffe- 
rential was unlikely to pose any 
real threat. The problem is in the 
difficulty in procuring labour from 
Pakistan. 


Time for reappraisal 


In this connection two points are 
of particular mention: the max- 
imum 60-day period for the validity 
of an employment visa, and (ii) the 


furnh mey nature of contracts wh 
hind the contractor to « ompiete the 
oD within a given time at the pau 
#f punitive tine 


Both demand export process | 
fake Place af the greatest speed 
The over Dureducratised proce 
dures at home, however, Consume 
more time and very otten the visas 
lapse 


It is said that the new manpower 
export policy should be designed 
keeping in view the fact that the 
Pakistan missions carry out on-the- 
spot checks and verifications prior 
to endorsement at the visas. 


That being the case, all other pro- 
cedures at home should be done 
away with and emigration should 
be made’ a matter of absolute 
routine like a private visit on an 
ordinary visa. 


Such an approach is all the more 
necessary in view of the fact that 
the present manpower export pro- 
cedures/regulations were framed 
at a time when entry into Gulf 
countries in particular was un- 
checked and almost unhindered. 


The present situation is that even 
those cleaved at all! stages by all the 
agencies at both ends, are at times 
unable to get obstacle-free entry 
into the Gulf countries which have 
become increasingly restrictive. A 
liberai approach would not there- 
fore be detrimental to the interests 
of the Pakistani worker or the gov- 
ernment, observers said. 


In this regard it is also pointed 
out that the present procedures en- 
tail clearance of each case at more 
than 30 stages. It only helps corrup- 
tion and bribery and exploitation 
of the worker jnstances of which 
are found in abendance. 


A more liberal and streamlined 
Procedure would involve disband- 
ment of several government de- 
partments and help free the funds 
for taking up more welfare projects 
for overseas workers in a more posi- 
tive manner, these observers 
claimed. 
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OBJECTIVES OF PROPOSED EXPORT BODY DISCUSSED 


Karachi DAWN in English 4 Dec 83 Supplement p I 


[Article by Babar Ayaz] 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


THE Federal Commerce 
Ministry has proposed the 
formation of a Federation of 
Export Organisations (FEO) 
in what appears to be a bid 
to coordinate the activities 
of various export organisa- 
tions. 


However, the FPCC&I has op- 
posed the proposal on the grounds 
that there were already several ex- 
ports associations, affiliated to it, 
— in similar activities. 

ey have also pointed out that 
the objectives of the proposed FEO 
were inherent in the charter of the 
Export Promotion Bureau (EPB). 

The FPCC&lI president, Mr. 
Saifullah Piracha is of the view that 
the idea behind this proposal is 
similar to the Federation of Indian 
Export Organisation, — a govern- 
ment body formed to coordinate 
and supplement the activities of 
various export promotion agencies 
and exporting interests. 


While opposing the proposal on 
the pretext that it would cause unn- 
cessary duplication, the FPCC&l 
has suggested that there was room 
for the establishment of an associa- 
tion of export houses. 


According to official sources, the 
primary objective of creating the 
proposed organisation is to boost 
the country’s foreign exchange 
earnings through exports and to 
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foster joint ventures with other 
countries. 


The Commerce Ministry has 
come up with the proposal in 
pursuance of President Zia-ul- 
Haq’s directive that in the next 
meeting of the Federal Export 
Board a summary on the establish- 


ment of éxport houses and export 
associations should be presented. 


| The function proposed by the! 


Ministry for the FEO are: 

— To convene meetings, semi- 
nars, workshops and conferences. 

— To provide opportunities to 
export promotion organisations. 

— To review, discuss and formu- 
late recommendations to Govern- 
ment and private organisations. To 
apprise the Government of prob- 
lems, prospects and potentials of 
exports. 

— To arrange conferences of in- 
terested exports organisations with 
trade missions and other foreign 
private parties on visit to Pakistan. 

— To invite leading business 
parties and organisations from ab- 
roati for tour of industrial and com- 
mercial centres of Pakistan. 

— Tocoordinate efforts with Ex- 
port Promotion Bureau in project- 
ing Pakistani goods and services 
abroad. | 

— To sponsor special projects 
related to export promotion. 

— To open regional offices 
within Pakistan and abroad for 
performance of efficient and effec- 
tive services. 
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TURNS, TRENDS IN ECONOMY DISCUSSED 


Lahore VIEWPOINT in English 24 Nov 83 pp 18, 19 


[Article by Jamil Rashid] 


[Text ] 


THE PRESENT state of Pakistan’s 
economy can be assessed through 
reference to international develop- 
ments Over the past six years. In the 
absence of real value-added wealth, 
remittances from overseas Pakistanis 
became the mainstay of the economy. 
With the strong muscle of US geo- 
political strategy in the area, new 
wealth and power were added to 
State coffers. As the import of con- 
sumer and military goods increased, 
exports had to be given a further push 
in order to meet foreign exchange 
requirements; this could only come 
from the agricultural sector. Conse- 
quently, the production of cotton, 
rice and wheat was increased. Such 
factors also contributed to an increas- 
ed money supply in the country. 


Facade of prosperity 


All these trends have created an 
unusual and superficial facade of 
economic prosperity for the middle 
class. In some quarters, this is one of 
the reasons cited in order to explain 
away the subdued nature of protests in 
big cities, while there is a great upsurge 
among the rural masses for democracy 
and sharing of wealth, To some 
‘Patriots’ these turns seem very promi- 
sing, and they would like to retain 
the status quo, given the ‘freedom’ 
to amass wealth through extra econo- 
mic activities. It is frightening for many 
others, who see the country drifting 
loose from its moorings and passing 
on into the hands of external forces. 


With this polarisation in the country 
and the intensified cold war, the 
politico-economic structure of Pakis. 
tan is facing new problems. Though 
there is no crystal bal! through which 
the future may be foreseen, some 
analysis can be undertaken from the 
facts and figures that are available. 
While statistics are always puzzling 
to most non-professionals, a few 
figures can be helpful in explaining 
the turns of the economy. Two 
significant indicators of any economy 
are Gross Domestic Product (GDP) 
and external trade figures, In 1982-83, 
the overall picture was as in Table |. 
From the tables it can be seen 
that agricultural produce constitutes 
dess than one-third of the GNP, which 
may indicate a progress towards a 
mature economy. This is quite mis- 
leading. While there is intensive 
production under way with more 
capital and less labour, the number of 
underemployed and unemployed agri- 
cultural workers has increased. Under 
a balanced growth, the labour released 
from rural areas could be employed 
in the industrial sector, As the manu- 
facturing sector has remained stagnant, 
commerce is b an increasingly 
dominant part of the GNP, without 
any growth in employment for rural 
masses. There is pressure in urban 
areas for housing, education and basic 
social services. The figure for overseas 
remittances is significant: 10% contri- 
bution towards the GNP. The cash 
flow from these remittances is helpful 
to those families who have earning 
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Table | 


Main Origins of Gross 
Domestic Product, 1982-43 


(Percentage of the tota)) 


Agriculture, forestry 


and fishing 29 
Manufacturing 

(large and small) \7 
Commerce 17 
Government services 8 


Others (including 10% 
of the total from 
overseas remittances) 29 (10% + 


19%) 
100 





Tale Il 


Main Exports 
(major selected items) 


(Percentage of the total) 


Cotton and cotton goods 32 
Rice 18 
Carpets 


Main Origins of Imports: 
(Selected Areas): 


Western Countries 
(USA, UK, W.Germany) 22.1 





Japan 11.6 
Saudi Arabia 12.8 
members overseas. : 


On the surface, economic turns 
may bring socio-political changes in 
either direction, negative or positive; 
the forecast, thus, is optimistic for 
some, and pessimistic for others. In 
the wake of increased cash flow for 
powerful interest-groups, the media, 
which is essentially controlled by 
them, sings paeans of praise and paints 
a glorified picture of the economy. 
From another spectrum, these develop- 
ments may not bode well for the 
economic-political structure of the 
country. 


Overseas remittances 


First, remittances from overseas 
have their own dimensions. Those who 
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receive the cash flow are increasiny 
their consumption instead of becon 
ing producers. There is @ pattern where 
parents prepare at least one or tw 
children for overseas markets. It is « 
somewhat paradoxical developmen! 
There is increased population growth 
related to external factors in two 
ways. In the first instance, cash from 
overseas has given artificial prosperity. 
increasing the urban birth-rate. In 
classical terms it used to be argued 
that as the standard of living increased 
with industrialization, workers tended 
to safeguard their life patterns through 
birth control. There was pressure for 
greater expenditure on housing and 
health-care in industrial towns. In 
Pakistan, there will be an increased . 
propensity for producing more child- 
ren to send abroad in order to preserve 
the standard of living at home. To 
some extent this phenomenon was 
observed in Turkish rural areas, from 
where workers went to European 
=— during the 1950s, °60s, and 
"70s. 

Second, the impact of foreign 

conomic-military aid has created 
Anterest groups within the country. 
Certain strata look towards a specific 
country for enhancing their power 
‘and wealth. This can be seen in the 
rising share of commerce and Govern- 
ment services in. the GNP figures. 
If GNP figures conceal the extent of 
defence expenditure, the annual natio- 
nal budget reveals a great deal. As is 
well known, over 50% of the national 
budget is taken up by the three 
defence services. 

Third, there is an increased deficit 
in the balance of payments, resulting 
from the rising import requiremé:nts. 
Those who receive money from 
Overseas demand consumer g ods 
which are not readily available dito 
to low domestic industrial production. 
In the public sector, import of goods 
and services tends to rise with the 
inflow of foreign loans. Once again, 
in both sectors import requirements 
are externally induced. Consequently, 
Only those groups who have inter- 
national connections benefit from the 
imported goods. The majority of the 
population has remained alienz'ed 
from a development process of any 
kind — social, political or economic. 

Finally, exports have to increase 
to meet the foreign exchange require- 
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ments Thus is where pressure builds uy 
lov the agricultural sector to produc: 
more exportable items krom the 
loregoing figures, it can be seen tha! 
agriculture-based goods provide ove 
50% of export earnings At the same 


fume, these exportable commodities 


have an mmport bias. There is little 
Of no agricultural machinery produced 
within the country. With capita! 
imtensive agriculture, extra foreig: 
exchange is spent on smporting such 
machinery. It is possible to show 
through econometric analysis a ne! 
benelit from the export of agricultural 
produce and the import of agriculture. 
related machinery, but the impact 
of imereased unemployment and 
underemployment cannot easily be 
measured 


New Structure 


These turns in Pakistan's economy 
are leading the country towards a new 
socio-political structure. In the atmos- 
phere of laissez faire, purportedly 
illegal economic activities such as 
smuggling and blackmarketeering are 
now a part of the free market econo- 
my. In the words of a keen observer, 
the present regime has adopted the 
policy of “Whoever wants to go, 
let him go — he will send foreign 
exchange; whatever comes in, let it 
come in.’”’ As there is no Constitution 
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these COTporalions are Only mitereste 
in fseids where high profits can 
made in the short term (linan 
and other related service mdustri 
are increasing), Capital-intensive inc 
tries are Nol a part of that 

From the dynamics of the new 
turns in Pakistan's economy, one car 
conclude thal growth and develop 
ment seem to be hollow. In the 
absence of people's participation, the 
power of the State is also hollow. It 
can crumble due to the machinations 
of foreign forces in the economic 
and political affairs of the country 
The consequences of such an event 
would be quite serious, not only for 
the Pakistani people but for the entire 
region. To some extent the crunch 
is being felt, anc there is an upsurge 
among the masses. If the struggle for 
democracy succeeds, the country can 
still be saved, provided the people are 
allowed to decide what direction the 
economy should take instead of leav- 
ing it to foreign forces, who mani- 
pulate its turns and twists in order to 
serve their own interests. 
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AShaqgue Ahan, @ wizened financial wizard, heads the Federal Ministry f 

nance 4 Mini~budget round about the middle of the fiscal] year would continues 

Co be @ pecuilar characteristic of our national economy. Year after year one 
r tne Cher r the most sensitive edible commodities or consumers’ goocs is 

picked out in such a novel way that any increase in its price should embrace 

aii and shared by every citizen either directly or indirectly. This year, the 


commodity which has attracted attention is vanaspati ghee, consumed by every 
family regardless of its size or status. During the last few days, in the 
wake of speculations in the Federal Commerce Minister, Mr. Ellahi Bakhsh 
somroo, has dished out mutually contradictory statements about an increase in 
ghee prices. Once he said that in spite of spiralling prices of edible oils 
in the world markets the Government shall not increase domestic price of ghee. 
Un another occasion he said that with the increase of prices in international] 
markets, an increase in domestic prices in eluctable. 


Talking to the newsmen in Lahore he later said a price-hike was imminent. 
Justifying the contemplated hike he advanced a number of arguments although 
the attempt was, rather, superfluous. He said the price of Banaspati ghee in 
Bharat was Rs. 20/- per kilo and Pakistan could not afford to pay a subsidy to 
an alien country. Reading between the lines, it Signifies smuggling of ghee 
to Bharat because of vast disparity in prices in the two countries. It also 
implied that the entire output of Pakistani mills, on which the government is 
granting subsidy, was being smuggled out to Bharat. Naive as the argument is, 
it can rightly be likened to the proverbial innocent fool suffering for the 
guilty knave. Control and prevention of smuggling across the borders is the 
defacto responsibility of the Government. Consequent upon the inability of 
the government to check smuggling the people in Pakistan have been penalised 
by a price-hike of Rs. 2.80 per kilo. It will have to be conceded that the 
country's total production of ghee does not entirely depend on imported edible 
Oils; part of it is being produced with the indigenuous oil seeds. Clearly, 
therefore, the argument is far from convincing. Today the government holds 
international price spiral responsible for domestic price hike. Tomorrow it 
may blame the poor cotton crop for decreased yield of cotton seed and may once 
again, revise internal prices. 
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rELW ould envisage a! 
the tiie of establishment «| 
the Unwed Arab Lmiates, « 
federation uf the seven Gull 
emifdies ” December 2 
IY 1). that she will soon 
ivilie iv piay @ Very un 
portant role in the develop 
ment ot Pakastan » 
evconuits 


[here ate, ul course, more than 
Pamistan-L Ail 
cunemMnu relations wm Wede the 
LA is the third biggest buyer of 
Pakistan: goods alter japan and 
saudi Arabia according to 1962-84 
tinal year) data, on the side of um 
ports LAL is the sixth largest sup 
Pier of goods imainiy = oil 
petivleum products and re-eaports 
ul toreigs goods mainiy Japanese, 
aiier Saudi Arabia, Japan, USA, 
Kuwait and LA 

Our imports trom the UAE in 
terms of value exceed those trom 
Western Germany, 4 highly .de- 
veloped industrial country (a lead 
ing member of the OECD and the 
EEC) 

Ihe other important aspect of 
our economic relations with the 
UAE 1s that it is the second biggest 
employer of our manpower afte: 
Saud: Arabia on the global basis 
Disbursements of foreign capital 
inflows into Pakistan from Islamic 
countries taken together at $115.5 
million are now the thired largest 
source of foreign aid and Joans af- 
ter the World Bank Consortium and 
the non-consortium countries. 
Within this Islamic group the UAE 
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Vitally umportant 


However, in this briet paper pi ¢ 
pated specially tur the euspaiwus 
occasion of the UAE's Nationa! 
Day, we are principally concerned 
with her industrial investment in 
Pakistan Industrial smvestment 
trom and among isiamiuc countries 
pertwularly the oiul-tuh Gull, is 
considered to be vitally unportan: 
in that they must deveiop the 
neighbouring markets tor thes tas' 
upcoming modern sophisucated in 
dustries which will seon run into 
stilt competition with the de 
veloped industrial countnes of the 
West 

The belief of these developed 
countries in socgllied = “pro- 
tectionist” policies n unsha. 
ken and their “protegtionism” is 
notin the least expected to relax in 
the tuture. The industrially de. 
veloping Gulf countries will have to 
rely then on the neighbouring, 
particularly Islamic countries 
whose markets they must start de- 
veloping through investment right 
from now. 

Indeed, this kind of economic in- 
tegration is mutually indispens- 
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lew montis alter us creation the 

ib government set up on the nm 

xtions of its dbustrious Presi 
dent, Shaikh Zayed bin Sultan A! 
Nahavan, its Abu Dhabi Fund tor 
Arab kconomu Development (AD 
FALD) which developed in subse 
quent years as the country’s main 
body tor the provision of bilateral 
project related assistance 


Authorised capital 


in 1974 the ADFAED’s articles 
were widened to cover the enure 
developing world, so that by the 
end of 1980 (in about nine years) 
the kund had provided loans total. 
ling 3,333 million dirhams (around 
$908 million at the current ex- 
change rate) covering develop- 
ment projects in agriculture, 
tishery, transport, communication, 
water and electricity, tourism and 
hotels, and manufacturing and 
mining industries. 

During thesame period a total of 
as many as 73 projects had received 
loan and credit support from the 
Fund in 34 countries in the Arab 
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lt 1s to be kept on mand that AD 
FAELD has specialised in prodding 
projyect-related assistance and i 
equipped with a highly efficsent 
team of experts, with a growing 
number of LAL citizens as mem 
bers, (0 examine the projects ap 
piying tor assistance The Fund 
aiso ftoliows the projects in the 
Course @ their umpiementauion 

An smportant aspect of the LAL 
financial aid us that none of the 
bilateral aid has been ted to purch 
ases from the UAFP nor is ut tied 
with any political conditions. This 
is $0 unlike the simuation with a! 
most al] the OLCD aid 


Multan piants 


Another torm of assistance, 
which 1s quite substantial, is d) 
rectly supplied by members of the 
Supreme Council of Rulers, chiefly 
the President, Shaikh Zayed and 
the Vice-President and Prime 
Minister, Shaikh Rashid bin Said 
Al Maktoum, the Ruler of Dubai, 
from their own privy purses, for 
such social welfare projects as con 
struction of hospitals, schools, 
housing etc. Pakistan has been a 
principal recipient of = such 
assistance. 

Some of the UAE’s para-statal in 
stitutions have also participated in 
foreign investment, such as Abu 
Dhabi Nationa) Oi) Company (AD. 
NOC) is @ major shareholder im a 
fertiliser factory and in a refinery 
in Pakistan. These production in- 
stitutions are located in Multan. 

Indeed, among all Arab countries 
the U.A_E. is the second biggest in. 
vestor in Pakistan next to Saudi 











Arabia lhese investments ere wn 
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Seud: Arabia s investments tota! 
Ky 1,727 611 millon rupees and 
ihe LAL s total Rs 1,311.37] 
Millon 

In addition to oi refining and 
fertiliser manufacturing, the UAE 
has invested in Pakistan's follow 
ng mdustres leather finishing 


below (the figures are in million 
rupees. 

Certain UAE entrepreneurs are 
also involved in some dairy pro 
jects, besides trading and invest 
ments in the Expert Processing 
Zone of Karachi 

If sound projects having prior 
sancuon of our government are 
presented to the UAE, more invest. 


VAYREN gas, Cement, steel re-rolling ments can be attracted, provided of 
and welding electrodes course, procedures are stream 
Ine names of the five en lined, un-necessary regulations are 


terprises, thew mdustries and the 
amounts of equity or joan received 
in Connection with these new UAE 


done away with and bureaucrats 
behave, and above all, adequate 
facilities like water, power, gas. 

















investments are shown in the table roads etc are arranged. 

Snengutes on Units industry and Location Tow Equity Loan 
i Leather 36.754 - 36.754 
) Raso Tanners teas 11.600 a 11.600 
Sarhad Ox Led Onygen gas 32.994 4.994 28.000 
" _ Hub-Chowki 30.447 2447 8.0m 

i 776 B00 232.500 J 

») Karachi Rolling ke-rollang 8.900 4.900 4.000 
Mili Lid Kasechi $.000 4.000 1.000 
‘) Astibdan Gulf Welding Welding Electrodes 10.288 4.000 6.288 
Rods & Equipments Lid HubChoet i 8.788 2.500 6.288 
865.736 246.394 619.342 
445 635 183.322 262.313 
1311.371 429.716 681.655 


(Source: investment Promotion Bureau, Government of Pakistan) 
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DEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR KARACHI FINALIZED 


Karachi BUSINESS RECORDER in English 2 Dec 83 p 1 


[Article by Sabihuddin Ghausi] 


[Text] 


The Special Development 
Pian for Karachi, envisaging 
a total investment of more 
than Rs. 4.70 billion has been 
fnalised. 


Spread over a period of 
five years, the Plan indicates in- 
vestment of about Rs, 3.40 bil- 
lion by the Government and its 
affiliated, agencies while the re- 
maining amount would be mo- 
bilised by the private sector. 

Knowledgeable sources told 
BUSINESS RECORDER that 
Plan documents were being des- 
patched to Paris in the next few 
days for submission to the Aid- 
to-Pakistan Consortium meeting 
— to be held on Decem- 

wh 

Approved by the Federal and 
Sind Governments, the Plan pro- 
poses a number of options for 
the recovery of the investment to 
be made for improvement of wa- 
ter supply system, sewerage sys- 
tem, solid waste disposal, public 
transport system and _ rehabilita- 
ton of the ‘katchi abadis’. 

According to informed  sour- 
ces, the Plan has stressed the 
need for improving the per capita 
water supply from the present 49 
gallons a day to 57 gallong a day 
in the next five ' 

Hence, they said, the Plan 
proposed to invest about Rs. 625 
million to raise the total water 
supply from the present 285 mil- 
lions a day to 403 millions a day 
by 1988. 

Another proposal for improving 
water supply in the rural areas 
of Karachi, they said, was to con- 
struct a small dam near Malir 
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at Mol which would provide an 
additional supply of eight mil- 
lion gallons of water a day. 

The plan also emphasises the 
need for improving the sewerage 
system in Karachi whith, at 
sent, is working with 40 million 
gailon a day capacity. This, the 
sources said, was hardly 14 per 
cent of total water supply and 
hence responsible for pollution 
problems in the city. 

Therefore, the Plan sugges- 
tec improvement of the sewerage 
system and raising of its capa- 
city to 100 million gallons a day 
by 1988 with an investment of 
about Rs, 700 million. 

— emphasis has been laid 
on disposal of solid waste in the 
City and the Plan proposed 
suitable mechanisation for this 
purpose with an investment of 
about Rs. 370 million. A_ sug- 
gestion for involving private en- 
trepreneurs in disposal of solid 
waste in the City hag also been 
made. 
TRANSPORT SYSTEM 

The sources said that the pro- 
pusal to induct 1,400 new buses 
in the City tran3port system had 
also been made alongwith the 
suggestion to launch a luxury 
bus service and radio-cab service. 

The Plan proposed a total 
investment of about Rs, 750 
million by the Government as 
weli as private entrepreneurs in 
en sector during the next 
ive 

For the rehabilitation of about 
363 ‘katchi abadis’ with a total 
population of about two million 
an initial allocation of a little 
more than Rs. 2 billion has been 
Suggested to make a beginning. 
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AutHority in the City which, Be- 
sides solving the probieme’ of 
the existing localities, woulg also 
lake § appropriate measures... to 
check further unauthorised one. 
pation of land, 

As for the health and mie 
ton, sources said that a wpa 
rate Special Priorities Plan 
the Sind province was bees 
prepared which wouldg take care 
of these = ep 

The Karachi Plan, 
was based on the reports of = 
working groups which had sug. 
acsted a to invesfnent of Rs. 
20 billion, 
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LAW ENFORCEMENT IN HYDERABAD SAID SATISFACTORY 


Karachi DAWN in English 4 Dec 83 p 10 


(Text ] 
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HYDERABAD, Dec 3: The 
DMLA, Sector 2, Hyderabad, at a 
meeting held here on Friday expre. 
ssed satisfaction over the law and 
order situation and also the anti- 
dacoit operations launched by the 
law-enforcing agencies in Dadu dis- 
trict. However, the DMLA re- 
marked that there were still many 
gangs of dacoits which had not yet 
been eliminated and there was an 
urgent need of launching similar 
operations to nip the evil in the 
bud. 

The DMLA emphasised upon the 
deputy commissioner the necessity 
of being accessible and responsive 
to the needs of the people and di- 
rected them to hold more 
kutcheries’and exercise legal and 
administrative powers for the well- 
being of the masses. 

Discussing the upward trend in 
prices of essential commodities he 
asked DCs to fix prices with the 
cooperation of local traders and to 
ensure sale at fixed prices, and pro- 
secute defaulters under MLR. 

While commenting on murder in 
police custody at Tando Allahyar 
the DMLA asked the Commissioner 
to approach the Provincial Govern- 
ment to raise level of inquiry of- 
ficer to an Additional Sessions 
Judge to satisfy people of the area. 

The DMLA directed the civil ad- 
ministration that traffic plan for 
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Hyderabad city approved by him a 
few months back must be imp. 
lemented with full vigour. -He em. 
Phasised that rickshaw meters 
should be fixed within two to three 
weeks and that free plying of buses 
within the city to pick up passen- 
gers on the busy roads must end 
forthwith. 

He further directed DCs to 
cancel arms licences of those who 
were indulging in anti-State and 
anti-social activities and issue arms 
licences to law-abiding citizens 
only. He also directed DCs to re- 
juvenate the Chowkidari system to 
control theft cases, particularly, in 
affected areas. 

He directed that establishment 
of Cattle Colony outside 
Hyderabad on land already ac- 
quired for the purpose should be 
expedited and that work on the 
construction of truck-bus stand 
should also be completed. 

The DMLA expressed apprehen- 
sion on frequent breaches in Nasir 
Canal and directed DCs to person- 
ally inquire into the causes and en- 
sure remedial measures. He asked 
the divisional administration to 
launch a vigorous drive particu- 
larly against those involved in traf.- 
ficking of narcotics and asked that 
particular attention be given to the 
Federal and elected councillors for 
solving problems of public interest. 
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COTTON CRISIS ANALYZED 
Karachi DAWN in English 4 Dec 83 Business Supplement p I 
[Article by Shaheen Sehbai] 


[Text] CONCERNED iederal ministers have armed themselves with statistics and 
data, to prepare their briefs, for deliberating on the worst-ever cotton 
crisis facing the country, when the Federal Cabinet grapples with it in Rewal- 
pindi today and tomorrow. 


While tue statistics could be tailored to suit differing points of view, all 
realise that if worst comes to worst, the entire economy may be shaken by the 
chain of crippling after-effects on major export-industries, domestic price 
position and a serious setback to Pakistan's image of being a dependable 

ey porter. 


The Industries Ministry is reportedly prepared to back up the textile sector 
by proposing a direct subsidy on local sale and import of cotton--a recipe 
which may cost the federal exchequer anything between Rs 200 million to Rs. 
300 million. 


The Agriculture Ministry looks certain to plead the case that the damage to 
the crop is not what has been feared or publicly declared by persons in top 
positions who also have vested interest in keeping the cotton price sky high. 


The Commerce Ministry has its fingers crossed but the main burden is to fall 
on its shoulders when exports fall and Pakistan turns into a leading cotton 
importer in the region--albeit for a single season. 


Yet none of these still has the vital figure depicting the exact damage that 
the cottoa croup may have faced. All estimates are preliminary and so many 
different interests are clashing that a clear picture just cannot emerge from 
whatever data are available. 


The estimates which come close to reality are those provided by the ginners 
Since they base the statistics on actual arrivals in their factories. The 
last announcement was in early November when a shortfall of 42 per cent was 
given in phutti arrivals, as compared to November 1, 1982. 

















Since then, spokesmen of various groups have been giving out differing figures 
suiting their requirements. These estimates have ranged from damage of around 
20 per cent by the Federal Agriculture Minister to 4Q per cent by the Punjab 
Agriculture Minister. 


The latest estimate, which could be taken as realistic, has also come from the 
ginners whose Sind executive seemed to agree on a modest production of 950,000 
bales for Sind as against 1.5 million last year. But the ginners too say 
nothing can be considered authentic unless the November arrival figures are 
available, possibly in a couple of days. 


Case fo Subsidy 


The textile mills' case for a subsidy on cotton--supported understandably by 
the Federal Industries Minister--is based on the argument that if the entire 
crop this season is consumed, as it appears it will be, by the domestic in- 
dustry, then no buffer stocks will be left for the next season. And if a 
Similar situation arises next year, over one million spincles will have to 
close down. 


Thus the APTMA wants Islamabad to foot a Rs. 300 million bill now to save the 
industry next year--a proposition which the Federal Finance Ministry will find 
hard to agree to. 


The Agriculture Ministry, busy in assessing the damage and a post mortem, if 
any, is rather embarrassed by the fact that the pest could not be controlled, 
although warnings were already there from different quarters. 


The Central Cotton Committee, too, finds it hard to accept its responsibility 
for not mobilising the government agencies or forcing the pace at the bureau- 
cratic front to do something about the crop before the damage spread all over. 


Yet the overwhelming evidence is that the weather was the main villain and 
Slow moving official agencies, lack of proper guidance to the poor and illit- 
erate farmers, shortage of actual funds to fight the menace and a host of 
other smaller reasons extended a helping hand to the adverse weather. 


ecord High Prices 


The overall dimension of the catastrophe was reflected in the snow balling 
price of cotton in the market--touching record highs in a matter of days. 


Yet there are so many varying reasons given by different interested parties 
that it is still difficult to determine why actually the prices shot up so 
much. 


For instance the Ginners and APTMA blame the Cotton Export Corporation for 
buying phutti at a price of upto Rs 390 per maund whereas the normal price is 
below Rs. 200. This, they say, has kept the market high. 
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The CEC sources privately admit that they purchased some phutti at Rs. 375 per 
maund to run their ginning factories but insist that the quantity bought was 
so small that it could not have any affect on the market. 


CEC officials say the private sector is itself to blame for the market up- 
Surge. They say December is the last month for the mills to buy cotton on 
bank loans and overdrats, hence the mad race among them to utilise their bank 
money, which helped the price shoot up. 


The government move to ban exports did not halt the price rise, as it did in 
1976-77 when a similar though less serious crop failure was faced. This, ac- 
cording to experts, reflects that the crisis is much deeper than before and 
nobody is taking it lightly. 


But a senior APTMA official and a leading textile owner complained that even 
the bank money was not enough to enable the textile mills to buy cotton at the 
current rates. 


"We have sent representations to the Pakistan Banking Council that they should 
finance cotton purchase at the market price and not the official rate which 
has been dwarfed by the current crisis," he said. 


Whatever be the exact scale of the damage, the crisis that has already been 
created has been variously described as "a national calamity", "a catastrophe" 
and "a tragedy". But the fact remains that it could not have come at a time 
worse than this, especially when Islamabad planners are still grappling with 
the launching of the Sixth Five-year Plan, though almost half of its first 
year is already gone. 


"It is time we should start calling our Sixth Plan as the "Next Four Year 
Plan," one industrialist remarked. "The cotton tragedy will not enable the 
economy to generate the surpluses this year that are required to finace the 
Plan projects." 


Lesson to Learn 


Experts say whatever has happened should carry a built-in lesson: That the 
crop failure could have been substantially avoided if proper coordination be- 
tween various agencies responsible for plant protection was possible. 


“Let us start a thorough post mortem of the whole affair now and, if required, 
we should invite friendly nations to diagnose what actually happened and how. 
Let there be no scapegoats made until a panel of independent experts studies 
the situation and gives its proposals to save the next crop," one prominent 
cotton expert said. 


The Federal Cabinet, he added, is the right place and now is the right time to 
set up that enquiry panel. 
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COTTON CRISIS: 


Karachi DAWN in English 4 Dec 83 p ll 


{Editorial: 


[Text] 


"Cotton Crisis"] 


CLEAR indications are now 
available that all is not well 
with the cotton sector in the 
country. Cotton export has 
been suspended in anticipation 
of a snag yo shortfall. The 
possibility of importing cotton 
to meet the shortage is being 
actively considered and some 
private parties are reported to 
have even placed firm orders 
with Sudanese — exporters. 
Meanwhile, domestic cotton 
prices have shot up from last 
year’s Rs. 500 per maund to as 
much as Rs. 900 per maund last 
week. It is now obvious that the 
Situation will exert an adverse 
impact on our overall export 
earnings this year and will also 
seriously disturb the domestic 
textile industry. The CEC and 
the textile industry can be ex- 
pected to sustain substantial 
losses in honouring the forward 
export commitments. At this 
Stage, it is difficult to estimate 
the total financial impact of the 
current cotton crisis. But given 
the reports about the shortfall, 
it can be assumed that the over- 
all magnitude of the loss to the 
economy will be quite signifi- 
cant. The authorities, who have 
been claiming full credit for the 
marked improvement in ag- 
ricultural production for the 
last four consecutive years, 
have now readily passed on the 
blame for the shortfall ih cotton 


GOVERNMENT INTERVENTION URGED 


crop to the weather. For some 
time they did not even care to 
admit that pests had damaged 
the cotton crop. It is surprising 
that in spite of the alarm which 
has now been raised, the Gov- 
ernment still does not have a 
reasonably accurate estimate 
of the extent of the shortfall, 
although the situation could 
have been anticipated in March 
when untimely rains upset the 
sOwlng Operation. 

A serious crisis of this pro- 
portion cannot be swept under 
the rug. It has all the makings of 
an emergency, and appropriate 
measures must be adopted now 
t@ meet the exigencies arising 
out of it. The first step, of 
cOurse, is to determine the ex. 
tent of this emergency, which 
can be done only if the cotton 
production for this year is accu- 
rately estimated. The next step 
should be to draw up plans for 
the future, to cover the ex- 
pected shortfall in export earn- 
ings, and to keep the textile in- 
dustry from buckling under the 
weight of the likely losses 
which would be incurred be- 
cause of the increased cost of 
production — inevitable on ac- 
count of the -doubling of 
domestic lint prices. All the al- 
ternatives should be studied 
seriously. The Government 
could consider intervening in 
the cotton economy in a big way 
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until the situation normalises. 


Thus, the Government could f- 
ter relief to farmers, put a ceii- 


ing on lint prices without 
damaging the interest of the 
ginners and announce gener. 
Ous export rebates on yarn and 
cloth. This would, indeed, be 
the ideal solution. But the Gov- 
ernment doé€s not have enough 
means to finance such a gig- 
antic intervention. 


The other alternative would 
be for the Government to call 
an emergency meeting of rep- 
resentatives of all the in. 
terested parties, such as 
farmers, ginners, spinners, tex- 
tile manufacturers and ex- 
porters and discuss the matter 
threadbare to arrive at a 
balanced distribution of the en- 
hanced cost over the sub- 
sectors of the cotton economy. 
The Government would, in that 
case, have to intervene only to 
remove the imbalances that are 
impossible to tackle by cost dis- 
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persal alone. The meeting 
could also identify the maxi 
mum margin of profit each sub- 
sector could make and where it 
appears difficult to maintain 
the lower limit of this Margin, 
the Government could step in 
to enforce adjustments. This 
meeting could also be used for 
evolving a fail-safe system for 
monitoring the entire cotton 
economy. It was because of the 
absence of such a system at the 
Official level that the extent of 
the cotton crisis could nat be 
anticipated well in time. 
Proper monitoring would, in 
Case of a shortfall, alert the con- 
cerned parties, such as the gin- 
ning mills, spinning factories, 
textile units, exporters and 
even the important world 
markets of cotton and textiles, 
If this system is computerised, 
so much the better. We must 

* realise that the cotton economy 
is too important for the finan- 
cial health of the country to be 
handled indifferently. 
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ECONOMIC POLICIES CRITICIZED, TERMED "ADHOCISM' 
Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 2 Dec 83 p 4 
[Editorial: "The Economics of Adhocism"] 


[Text] THE substantial increase in the price of vanaspati has come at a time 
when the prices of vegetables, meat, chicken and eggs have risen sharply. De- 
rationed sugar too is selling at about 20 per cent higher than the ration 
price. The government may be able to dismiss the giddy vegetable and egg 
prices as seasonal factors, although their prices have never shot up as high 
as they are today all over the country. But neither is the Sugar price expec- 
ted to come down much nor the meat prices. Free market price of wheat and 
non- ration atta, too, have risen. The impact of all these factors on the 
cost of living is substantial. Hence labour leaders have protested against it 
and called for increase in wages. 


Contrary to reported recommendation of the Ghee Corporation of Pakistan that 
the price of vanaspati be raised by Rs. 2.50 per kilo, the government has 
raised it by Rs. 2.80. If the price was not raised to pass on the burden of 
the increase in soya bean and palm oil prices the government would have suf- 
fered a deficit of Rs. 4,000 million, says the government. And following the 
price rise the government would be bearing a burden of Rs. 1,000 million. 
That means the 83 million people of Pakistan would have to pay Rs. 3,000 mil- 
lion more for their vanaspati. And that is indeed a large sum, particularly 


in the light of the fact they have to pay so much more for their other essen- 
tial items. 


Did the government have any option other than increasing the vanaspati prices? 
To begin with, only two-thirds of the edible oil needs of the country are met 
by imports. The other one-third comes from indigenous production. Secondly, 
the government has been collecting a large revenue from vanaspati in the shape 
of Central Excise Duty. The revenue last year was Rs. 715 million and the es- 
timate this year is Rs. 815 million. If the government wanted to be helpful 
to consumers it could have reduced the excise duty, or abolished it altogether 
for this year because of the abnormal price rise of imported oil following 
crop failure abroad. The government has not chosen to do that. Instead it 
wants to have all the revenue for itself and make the consumer pay far more 
for his vanaspati. 
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A major reason for the price rise which the government is determined not to 
admit publicly is the steady devaluation of the rupee under the guise of 
floating it. When Pakistan has to pay Rs. 35 per cent more in rupees, the 
price has to go up. But usually when there is a substantial devaluation, the 
duties are lowered so that prices of essential goods do not shoot up. That is 
not to be done in Pakistan. In fact, after the devaluation an import sur- 
charge of five per cent was levied on all imports, resulting in a sharp in- 
crease in the rupee prices of imports. 


A great deal of fuss has been made about food subsidies in Pakistan. Subsidy 
has been made to sound like an economic crime. But the total food subsidy 
last year was only Rs. 141 million, and the subsidy this year before sugar was 
re-rationed was estimated at Rs. 291 million. After the Sugar derationing 
that amount has fallen sharply. So if the government was inclined to help the 
consumers it could have kept the price increase for vanaspati low and met the 
balance through subsidy. But the U.S. World Bank and IMF do not want us to 
Ssibsidises anything, and we fall for that line rod, hook and sinker. And that 
is being at a time when U.S. subsidies not grain production but non-production 
heavily. Hence the U.S. demand is inequitous, whether that comes directly or 
through the international organizations. But then, there is one logic for the 
lenders and another for the borrowers. Clearly an economic policy that 
regards a total food subsidy of Rs. 291 million too heavy and a wage increase 
of Rs. 3,850 million for the Federal employees commonplace is utterly wrong. 
And if after such a large increase in the pay bill the government employees 
find they are not the gainers they are right. If what comes as pay increase 
goes too quick as price rise, their protests are valid. So, the consumers are 
now losing without the official employees gaining. This two-way loss is the 
outcome of a wholly erratic policy of Adhocism which ought to be changed al- 
together now. 
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OIL PRODUCTION FROM NEW WELLS YO START SOON 
Karachi BUSINESS RECORDER in English 2 Dec 83 p l 


[Text] ISLAMABAD, Dec. 1--O0il exploration activities in the country are being 
accelerated in order to achieve self-sufficiency in oil. This was stated by 
Minister of State for Petroleum and Natural Resources, Dr. Mohammad Assad 
Khan, while inspecting oilfields at Dakhni and Toot. 


The Minister said that the Government attached very high priority to energy 
sector and all-out efforts were being made to discover new oilfields in the 
country. He said that mobile processing facilities would be introduced in the 
oil-producing fields. 


Dr. Assad said that two new wells at Toot would start production in about two 
weeks time and production from these wells would be about 800 barrels a day. 
He further said that production from newly-discovered Dakni would start after 
about two years. 


He emphasised that the development of other sources of energy, such as bio-gas 
and small hydro-electric units along with oil and gas exploration should also 
be encouraged. 


The Minister said that offshore drilling would start in near future and there 
were brighter prospects of oil in the coastal areas of Pakistan. 


He further said that Government was also trying to achieve self-sufficiency in 
trained manpower by sending more peoples for training abroad. 


The Minister was accompanied by the Chairman of the Oil and Gas Development 
Corporation (OGDC). 


The Minister visited Dakhni and Toot oilfields to acquaint himself of the 
projects there. 


In Dakhni, he visited well No. 1, which has already been completed and would 
Start production after the equipment required for disseminating sulphur from 
the oil, is received. He also reviewed the progress of drilling well No. 2, 
which has been dug upto 2,445 metres in 55 days, out of a targetted depth of 
4,500 metres. 


In Toot oifields, Dr. Assad visited the wells No. 16 and 17 which would be 
completed in about two weeks and are expected to start production soon. 
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HIGH LEVEL ENQUIRY INTO ONION SHORTAGE 


Karachi DAWN in English 4 Dec 83 p 14 


[Text ] 


ISLAMABAD, Dec. 3; Four pro- 
vincial Industries Ministers and 
senior otficers of National Logistics 
Cell will meet in Islamabad on Dec 
S next to determine the causes be- 
hind the present onion crisis. 

The Adviser to the President on 
Business Coordination and Inter- 
nal Trade Sheikh Ishrat Ali, when 
contacted this evening by “Dawn” 
denied that present onion crisis 
was the result of excessive exports 
or poor communications between 
Sind and Punjab. He said the crisis 
was caused mainly by late cultiva- 
tron and partly by late rains. Pri- 
vate sectors, bh said, had also 
played very ne zative role in this 
conection. 

The Adviser, however, agreed 
that the price of onion has recorded 
an increase of more than 300 per 
cent during last few weeks but 
hoped the prices of all essential 
commodities, including onions, will 
come down by the middle of De- 
cember this year. 

Meanwhile, a survey conducted 
by “Dawn” revealed that onion 
prices in the two cities hit a new 
high. Onions available on few veg- 
etable shops are being sold at Rs. 
14 a kilo as against Rs. 10.50 per 
kilo fixed by the district administ- 
ration. One grocer, when asked to 
comment on price of onion, said 
that he had never experienced such 
rise during the past 14 years. 

Only four weeks ago it was being 
sold at Rs. 4 per kilo. One officer of 
Agricultural Marketing, when con- 
tacted, described the price hike as 
the result of disrupted communica- 
tions with Sind. He said the pro- 
duce of Baluchistan reached the 
market which was now in the hands 
of hoarders, while NWFP crop was 
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much below the expectations. 


Lahore 


Dawn Lahore Bureau adds: 
Prices of onions in Lahore have 
been rising rapidly and the com- 
modity.is now selling at Rs. 1410 16 
per kilogram. 

According to @ survey, until 
yesterday the commodity was av- 
ailable at Rs. 12 to 13 per kg. but it 
shot up to Rs. 60 per five kgs. in the 
wholesale market, and = conse- 
quently to Rs. 16 per kg. in the re- 
tail shops. 

As usual, the claims and versions 
of the wholesalers and local au- 
thorities differ with each other — 
The wholesalers maintain that the 
supplies from the Hyderabad, 
Quetta and Peshawar has been reg- 
ular and sufficient. 


Peshawar 


Our Staff Correspondent at 
Peshawar says: Onion has almost 
completely vanished from the 
Peshawar vegetable market while 
tresh green onion is selling at Rs. 6 
per kg. placing the housewives ina 
delimma. 

This situation is likely to con- 
tinue indefinitely as there are no 
stocks of onion available with 
stockists and wholesalers, it is said. 
Whatever small quantity is avail- 
able at very few shops is being sold 
at Rs. 12 to 14 per kg. The shortage 
has been attributed to hoarding by 
some of the major suppliers who 
have been held responsible by 
shopkeepers for creating an artifi- 
cial shortage for profiteering. How- 
ever, a spokesman of the Ag- 
ricultural Marketing and Storage 
Limited, commenting on_ the 
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shortage of onion, said that it was 
due to dislocation of ‘normal com- 
munications with Sind while the 
Baluchistan onion was now in the 
hands of hoarders in NWFP. Ac- 
cording to the AMSL spokesman 
the situation has further worsened 
as Onion ‘production in NWFP has 
fallen shoct of expectations. 

Asked about AMSL’s role in re- 
solving the crisis, the spokesman 
informed that AMSL, established 
three years back at a cost of Rs. ten 
crore, did not store onion and, 
therefore, it could not ‘help. 
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UNEMPLOYMENT FIGURES SAID BASED ON INADEQUATE DATA 


Karachi DAWN in English 4 Dec 83 Business Supplement p III 


[Text ] 


EVEN in the most ad- 
vanced free market 
economies, the chief con- 
cern of government policy is 
maintenance of full employ- 
ment. Efforts are directed 
all the time towards attain- 
ment of this objective. 


Yet, as recently as in November, 
1983, the unemployment rate was 
8.8 per cent in USA, 8.7 per cent in 
W. Germany, 12.3 per cent in UK, 
10.4°. in Australia, 11°. in Japan 
and 10°. in New Zealand 

In Pakistan such recent figures 
on unemployment rate are hard to 
come by. The unemployment rate 
in the country in 1982-83 worked 
out to as low as 3.26 per cent and 
was lower still at 2.93 per cent in 
the preceding year 

The Labour Force Survey con- 
ducted for 1978-79 put it at 3.5 per 
cent for that year. A similar survey 
conducted in 1974-75 claimed that 
the un-employment rate in the 
country was only 1.7 per cent. Inci- 
dentally, this was the year when 
world economy was in the grip of 
stagflation. It means that either we 
are exceptionally fortunate or our 











Tabke | 

Gaunt by (in millions) 1982.4) 

Sectors 1971-72 1981-82 (Projected) 
Agnoutere i08 136 140 
Manufacturing i4 43 3. 
Constrection 04 10 11 
Wholesale and Reta 19 27 28 
Trede 
Transport, Storage and 


Communications Services 2 | 2.5 26 
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tools of employment estimation are 
very inadequate. 

It seems that the actual figure of 
unemployment has been pushed 
under the “carpet of 
underemployment”. 


Harvesting time 


In the rural sector, where 71 per 
cent of the population lives, there 
is apparently an acute situation of 
seasonal unemployment. But our 
employment numbers do not seem 
to capture this. Perhaps because 
the harvesting time situation of full 
employment in agriculture sector 
enables the survey experts to count 
everybody as “employed” and to 
treat the state of “unemployment”’ 
between two harvesting times (or 
between two crops) as a state of 
sector is found in the cross- 
sectional comparison of labour pro- 
ductivity in agriculture, man- 
ufacturing and other sectors of the 
economy. In 1982-83, the annual 
value added per worker in ag- 
riculture was about Rs 7,000 
whereas it was Rs 16,000 in man- 
ufacturing, Rs 18,000 in wholesale 
and retail trade and Rs 15,000 in 
construction. 

Although this is only a rough in- 
dicator, it does bring out the fact 
that if some workers were with- 
drawn from agriculture, the overall 
production in this sector would, in 
all probability, not come down. 

The rate of “unemployment” as 
also of “under-employment” is un- 
derestimated on another count. It 
is based on a labour force participa. 
tion rate of 31 per cent which in 
itself is very low since it assumes a 
female participation rate of only 
3.8 per cent which appears to be a 
gross underestimate. 
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It leave out a large number of 
self-employed women-folk, that is, 
those who work at their homes for 
wages on the basis of the qua tity 
ot work done; the work may include 
stitching of readymade garments, 
embroidery work, knitting, cut- 
work, piece-work, etc. 


Younger age group 


The labour participation rate in 
most developed countries is around 
50 per cent of population while in 
Pakistan it is less than one-third. 
Besides, under-estimation of wo- 
men labour force, another factor 
for low participation rate is that a 
large proportion of population is in 
the younger age group. Children 
below the age of 15 years con- 
stituted 45 per cent of total popula- 
tion according to 1981 Census. 

Within Pakistan it is interesting 
to observe that according to Labour 
Force Survey, 1978-79, highest 
participation rate in labour force is 
that of Sind, being 33.4 per cent, 
followed by Baluchistan 32.4 per 
cent, Punjab 31.1 per cent and 
NWFP 24.96 per cent. These 
Participation rates will go up if wo- 
men participation rates are es- 
timated more appropriately. 

The distribution of labour force 
between various economic sectors 
during the 10 years ended 1981-82 
show that the ratio of labour force 
in non-agricultural sectors has in- 
creased only marginally from.42.73 

_per cent in 1971-72 to 44.32 percent 
in 1981-82 and therefore the pres- 
sure of population on agriculture 
continues to be heavy. The ratio for 
1982-83 was projected at 44.52 per 
cent indicating a slight 
improvement. 


The position of sectoral employ- 
mént as given in Economic Survey, 
1982-83, was as given in Table 1. 


Inadequacy 


Bulk of our labour force is illit- 
erate. Out of the estimated total 
labour force in 1982-83 about 18 
million persons were either illit- 
erate or had “less than primary 
level education” and 4.6 million 
had “primary but less than matric 
level education”. The number of 
matriculates (with less than degree 
education) was 1.98 million while 
that of degree holders was only 
318,000. The degree or post- 
graduate diploma holders were 
209,900, that is less than one per 
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cent. The ratio of “matriculates 
and above” in total labour force 
was hardly 10 per cent. 


This reveals the “inadequacy” of 
our labour force. In order to um 
prove the effectiveness and effi 
ciency of the labour force as also to 
enhance labour productivity it is 
imperative that the quantity and 
quality of education is substan- 
tially augmented. 

















Table 2 

Sector Empwyment ee 

Fiaaicory in Joly, 1988 

(édiions) 
Agriculture 042 182 
Manufacturing 0392 469 
Construction 040 180 
Trade 0408 36! 
Transport 0 408 }44 
Tota! inchuding 
Othe: sectors 0387 29 80 
Massive size 


The ratio of skilled and semi- 
skilled workers in total labour 
force has to be increased by launch- 
ing crash programmes of massive 
size. Each year, close to one million 
persons are now being added to the 
labour force. 

The arithmatic of labour force 
growth appears to be simple. In 
mid-1982-83 the total population of 
the country was estimated at 88.22 
million, which at the average popu- 
lation growth rate of 3 per cent, in- 
dicates that 2.65 million population 
will be added to the existing 
number by mid-1983-84. 

At 31 per cent labour force 
participation rate, it would result 
in 0.28 million active labour force 
during January, 1983 January, 
1984. This additinal labour has to 
be imparted education and skills, 
along with the back-log. 


During the past six years (since 
1976) about 140,000 persons have 
been going abroad annually for 
gainful employment mostly in the 
Middle East. A survey conducted 
by Manpower Division placed the 
number of our workers living ab- 
road at 1.6 million. 

In the Sixth Five Year Plan, a net 
emigration of 550,000 workers has 
been estimated for the Plan period 
During the Plan period labour 
force is expected to increase by 3.3 
million. The agriculture sector 1s 
expected to absorb almost half of 
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this increase while manufacturing 
sector is estimated to take up about 
one-fourth. 

On the basis of employment 
elasticity related to value added in 
various sectors of the economy, the 
internal sectoral employment level 
in July, 1988 is projected in the 
Sixth Plan as given in Table 2. 


Survey 


The Sixth Plan has projected the 
labour force in 1988 on the basis of 
a population growth rate of 2.64 per 
cent and on labour force participa- 
tion rate of 31 per cent.as in Labour 
Force Survey for 1978-79. The Plan 
recognises that female labour force 
participation rate has increased to 
7.91 per cent. 

Both the population growth rate 
(of 2.64 per cent) and the participa- 
tion rate (of 31 per cent) assumed 
in the Sixth Plan appear to be on 
the low side in view of the fact that 
average population growth rate in 
the past has tended to be around 3 
per cent. 

With the growing rate of female 
participation in active labour 
force, the overall rate of participa- 
tion is most likely to turn out much 
higher than 31 per cent on which 
the employment strategy in the 
Sixth Plan appears to be based. Th- 
ese parameters need another look 
for more realistic projections.— 
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TABLE PROVIDES NATURAL GAS PRODUCTION, RESERVES FIGURES 
Karachi PROGRESS in English Nov 83 p 3 


[Text ] 
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CONCERN OVER ANTICIPATED CLOSURE OF CHECKPOST ON IRAN BORDER 


Karachi DAWN in English 1 Dec 83 p 14 


[Text } 


CSO: 


LAHORE, Nov 30: The Federal 
Government is taking appropriate 
steps to rectify the situation re- 
garding “anticipated closure” of 
Koh-i-Tuftan post situated on Iran- 
Pakistan border being used as a 
busy checkpoint for the clearance 
of goods exported via land route to 
various Countries, it was officially 
learnt today. 

In this regard, a written formal 
protest was made by _ the 
Baluchistan Chamber of Com- 
merce and Industry following a 
Government decision under which 
the Karachi Port was declared a 
full-fledged dry port for the clear- 
ance of goods routed through Koh-i- 
Tuftan post. 

The copies of the letter were 
circulated not only to the Federal 
Government but to all the Cham- 
bers in the country and to the of- 
fices of the Federation of Pakistan 
Chambers of Commerce and In- 
custry (FPCC and I), as well. 
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According to the letter, a large 
number of professional traders and 
businessmen in Baluchistan would 
suffer due to this decision, particu- 
larly, those directly connected with 
import and export activities. Be- 
sides, the area would be deprived 
of a large amount of revenue col- 
lected and generated through th- 
ese sources. Over 80 per cent clear- 
ance of goods would divert to 
Karachi Port, the _—letter 
maintained. 

It has been urged on all quarters 
concerned to take stock of the situ- 
ation in such a way that Koh-i- 
Tuftan is declared a dry port for 
which all necessary arrangements 
<hould be made. 

In this connection, a meeting is 
likely to be heid next month either 
by the Federation of Chambers or 
jointly by the Chambers to formu- 
late their point of view and forward 
it to the Federal Government. 
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REGIME'’S CONTROL OVER PRESS, OFFICIAL POLICY CRITICIZED 


Lahore VIEWPOINT in English 24 Nov 83 pp 26-28 


(Article by Minhaj Barna] 


[Text ] 


FROM its very inception the 
National Press Trust has been a. ques- 
tionable establishment — in fact, 
questionable is a somewhat mild word. 
It was floated during Ayub Khan's 
regime in 1964. The initial invest- 
ment of Rs. 51,80,000 was provided 
by over 40 concerns, including the 
leading banks. The donors: the 22 
well-known industrial and commercial 
families, the operators: trained and 
artful civil servants. When formed, 
the Trust was bitterly assailed not 
only by journalists, editors and publi- 
shers, but also by almost all political 
parties, the only obvious exception 
being the ruling Convention Muslim 
League. Even the Pakistan People’s 
Party in its Foundation Papers (formu- 
lated and approved in 1968) commit- 
ted itself to its dissolution — acommit- 
ment which it failed to honour after 
coming to power. 

The NPT was part of a grand 
design to control the media. Ayub’s 
Government first took over the 
Progressive Papers Ltd. in 1959 
under a Martial Law Regulation, 
thus adding a “New Leaf” to the 
once esteemed newspapers, the 
‘Pakistan Times’, ‘Imroze’, and ‘Lail-o- 
Nahar’. In 196], it took over the 
Associated Press of Pakistan (APP), 
a premier news agency managed 
under a private trust. In 1963 it 
promulgated the most coercive Press 
law in the history of the sub-conti- 
nent, the Press and Publication Ordi- 
nance, which again was vociferously 
opposed by all sections of public 


opinion led by the Pakistan Federal 
Union of Journalists (PFUJ) and 
other organisations of the Press 
industry. (A review of the PPO was 
completed by the Federal Shariat 
Court earlier this year, but judgement 
remains reserved.) All these measures 
are still in force. 


Big empire 


The NPT grew in strength over 
the passage of time. It wa*, unsurpri- 
singly, largely concentrated in West 
Pakistan — in the former Eastern 
wing it had only the ‘Morning News’ 
and ‘Dainik Pakistan’, a Bengali 
daily, both of which flew out of the 
fold along with the wing. Today, the 
NPT controls a vast empize, compri- 
sing the daily ‘Mashriq’ (four editions 
— Lahore, Karachi, Peshawar & 
Quetta); the ‘Pakistan Times’ (two 
editions — Lahore & Rawalpindi); 
‘Imroze’ (two editions —Lahore & 
Multan); and ‘Morning News’ (Kara- 
chi). These papers consume at least 
half, if not more, of the Government 
advertising budget drawn from the 
public exchequer. 

The Trust empire is a many-splen- 
doured thing. It has considerable 
assets, the most rewarding of which is 
its five-storeyed building on Karachi’s 
illustrious bourgeois avenue, the LI. 
Chundrigar Road. Net income from 
rent after meeting all expenses amounts 
to Rs. two million per annum. How 
the land was acquired and the building 
constructed is another story. However, 


161 


PAKISTAN 








the NPT has more than one remark- 
able feature 


Unregistered Trust 


One of these is the office of its 
Chairman, the present incumbent 
being the I 1th since its debut. This 
is among the most powerful offices 
in the land. The Chairman represents 
everything in the Trust. To explain 
this point, it may be mentioned that 
in February, 1972, the Board of 
Trustees and all the Boards of Direc- 
tors of various NPT subsidiaries 
were suspended under Martial Law 
Regulation No. 35, and all the powers 
of these Boards vested in the person 
of the Chairman. Later in the same 
year, the National Assembly passed 
the NPT Chairman (Appointment) 
Act of 1972, under which the Presi- 
dent of Pakistan was assigned the 
powers to appoint the Chairman. 
It was a sort of coup against the 
Board of Trustees and the Settlors 
who had created the Trust. Interesting- 
ly, the present regime, very articulate 
in the several “White Papers” it has 
published against the “black deeds” 
of the previous Government, did not 
consider it wise to bring this issue 
into public view for a critical re- 
appraisal. The reasons for this are 
obvious. And, to top it all — it is hard 
to believe this, but the fact remains 

the NPT is still an unregistered 
trust! 


The ‘policy’ 


Another outstanding feature is the 
“policy” of its papers. What is the 
policy of the NPT and its papers? 
That is the question. It has, of late, 
become a particularly relevant topic 
in the wake of the stunning episode 
relating to the dismissal of 10 senior 
journalists employed by its papers 
in Lahore — ‘Mashriq’, ‘Imroze’, 
and the ‘Pakistan Times’. The reason: 
they added their names to an appeal 
signed by intellectuals from Lahore 
calling for the restoration of demo- 
cracy and an end to Martial Law. 
The charge: violation of the NPT 
‘policy’ (other signatories to the 
appeal and those who signed a similar 
one in Karachi have been black- 
listed by the State-controlled Radio 
and Television networks), 
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The ball was set rolling by the 
*‘Mashriq’ Chief Editor, who took 
cognizance of the signing of the 
appeal by three journalists employed 
by his paper. The journalists were 
not charged with any professional 
lapse or misconduct. They had been 
with the paper for a long time: one of 
them — a senior assistant editor — 
used to deputise as editor in the 
absence of the Chief Editor. A letter 
was immediately despatched by the 
Chief Editor to the NPT Chairman 
recommending removal from service 
of the newsmen forthwith. His plea 
was that the journalists had signed 
an appeal whose contents, in his 
opinion, were totally at variance 
with the policy of the paper. He also 
maintained that journalists who dis- 
agree with the policy of their pape: 
should on principle resign on their 
own. The Chairman, who also happens 
to be the Chief Executive of ‘Mashriq’, 
readily responded and dismissal letters 
were issued. Later, seven signatories 
to the appeal belonging to the PPL, 
five from ‘Imroze’ and two from the 
‘Pakistan Times’, were also dismissed 
on the same charge. Let the fact not 
be overlooked that all the 10 newsmen 
also happen to be office-bearers of 
the Pakistan Federal Union of Journa- 
lists (PFUJ) and its affiliate, the 
Punjab Union of Journalists. Some of 
them are also office-bearers of the 
All-Pakistan Newspaper Embloyees 
Confederation (APNEC)* 


On the face of it, the charge is 
baseless. If one is to accept it as 
tenable and convincing, one must 
subscribe to the ridiculous hypothesis 
that the said journalists are not citi- 
zens of Pakistan, that they have no 
right to express their personal religious, 
political or other views, and that 
they are no more than serfs to the 
Trust, who must, in effect, be pers ni- 
fications of whatever the NPT stan-s 
for. 


Terms of service 


But what are the terms of service 
in the NPT? Is there any documentary 
proof which shows that, once in 
service, NPT employees will be 
deprived of all human rights rights 
which are normally guaranteed by 
Islam or Western civilisation o) the 
U.N. Charter to which Pakistan 














remains a signatory’ It is hard to 
believe that by accepting an 8-hour 
duty service a journalist working for 
an NPT Paper can be presumed to have 
sold his or her soul. How does the ques- 
tion of “Policy” come in where the 
retention and expression of personal 
views and beliefs is concerned? Every 
establishment has its own policy or 
some thing resembling a policy. An em- 
pioyee is required to do a particular 
job efficiently — and no more than that 

for which a fixed remuneration or 
wage is paid. He is certainly expected 
to perform his duties in line with the 
general directives and policy of the 
establishment concerned. But does this 
mean that because of his employment 
he is deprived of all his rights as a 
citizen, including the right to hold and 
express views which may be contrary 
to those of his employers? Surely 
not 

What the dismissed newsmen did 
was no more than exercise their 
inherent and natural rights as citizens 
of Pakistan to express their views on 
crucial! national affairs. Here the 
policy of any establishment at which 
they may happen to be employed 
cannot and should not come in their 
way. The question is one of direct 
relationship between an individual 
citizen and the State. li a citizen is 
deemed by the State to have violated 
any of its laws, then it is up to the 
State to take action against him via 
the courts of justice. If the contents 
of the appeal were in any way anti- 
State, the Government should have 
acted and not the NPT managements. 
It appears that the NPT is-a law unto 
itselt, a State within a State. + self- 
ordained judge and jury rolled into 
one, dealing with alleged “offences” 
which are beyond its jurisdiction. 

The views expressed by the news- 
men were no different from those 
being projected by lawyers, politi- 
cians, and various other people belong: 
ing to different walks of life. Millions 
of people are in agreement with them. 
They stand for democracy and an end 
to authoritarian rule. They stand for 
the 1973 Constitution, which was 
framed and unanimously accepted by 
representatives Of the people. They 
fear that the solidarity and integrity 
of the country may be threatened if 
Martial Law is prolonged any further. 
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This ts one aspect of the question 
The other relates to the question of 
policy. The issue is: What is the 
policy of the NPT and its papers? 
This has to be classified if one is to 
accepi the fantastic view that the 
said newsmen had no right to expipss 
their personal views on national 
affairs even as private citizens And, 
for the sake of argument, let us 
presume that under the terms of 
theirs employment, expression of per- 
sonal views in conflict with NPT 
policy constitutes a misconcuct punish. 
able by dismissal from service. 


The Trust Deed 


In the first instance, the policy of a 
newspaper has to be based on certain 
principles, both legal and moral, 
especially in the case of an establish- 
ment governed by trust laws. As 
stated earlier, there exists a Martial 
Law Regulation 35 and the Act of 
1972. Neither of them has amended 
the basic legal document of the 
NPT, the Trust Deed. It is the Deed 
which lays down the basic objectives 
and purposes of the Trust and the 
affirmations of the Settlors. Thus. 
the policy of NPT papers could only 
be based on this Deed, and not on the 
arbitrary whims of its executives. Let 
us try to determine whether or not the 
contents of the appeal are in conflict 
with a policy based on the Deed. The 
affirmations of the Settlors in the 
Deed say: 

“Whereas the Settlors have a 
feeling of responsibility as citizens 
and are desirous of establishing, 
helping, and encouraging the promo- 
tion of sound and healthy journalism 
with a truly national outlook, un- 
tainted by parochial, partisan or 
sectarian inclinations, so as to contri- 
bute to making of the Press a truly 
objective and effective instrument 
for promoting the ideology of the 
Islamic Republic of Pakistan, and for 
the furtherance of unity, solidarity, 


. integrity and prosperity in the various 


spheres of national life (The 
words “for propagating the ideology 
of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan” 
were added at the Settlors’ Mecting 
held on March 9, 1970, and approved 
by the Trustees on April 3, 1970.) 
The relevant Purposes of the 











Trust as laid down in the Deed are 

‘Yajto establish and publish 
newspapers and periodicals with a 
truly objective outlook, and devo- 
ted to the cause of national pro- 
gress and solidarity, and to acquire, 
promote, and develop all other 
forms of media,” 

“(b) (not relevant here)” 

‘“(c)to propagate and assis! in 
the creation of an economic order 
based upon the principles of socia! 
justice as enunciated by Islam, 

‘“(d)to propagate and assist in 
the creation of a peaceful and law- 
abiding democratic society; and 

“(e) subject to other provisions 

of this Deed, to support national 
schemes for economic gevelopment 
and for promoting civic or other 
responsibilities, education and 
social welfare in both wings of the 
country...” 
(Purposes (c) and (d) were added 
to the Deed by the Settlors on 
March 9, 1970 and approved by 
the Trustees on Apri! 3, 1970.) 


Impugned statement 


And what are the contents of the 
appeal signed by the said journalists? 
It was in Urdu, and a rough translation 
reads as follows: 

“We, the patriotic writers, journa- 
lists and intellectuals of Pakistan, 
consider it imperative to express the 
opinion that a solution of the grave 
political crisis facing the country, in 
accordance with the people’s wishes, 
is unavoidable and necessary in 
the interest of the integrity of the 
country. 

“The people through their own 
agonising experience have rejected 
Martial Law and have risen throughout 
the country for the restoration of 
their civil and democratic rights. 
The people of every fedcrating unit 
are taking part in this glorious move- 
ment according to their capacity. 

“The way the people of Sind have 
responded to the call for restoration 
of democracy, owing to certain 
specific historical factors, has added 
an enviable chapter in the history of 
Pakistan's freedom and liberty. 

“We pay tributes to the people's 
struggle and to the sacrifices offered 
by the masses of Sind, and consider 
it necessary for every patriotic citizen 
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10 «express his complete solidarity 
with them 

“hi is regrettable that ce: tain vested 
interests are engaged in efforts to 
deliberately distort this countrywide 
movement for democracy and. in 
particular, 10 misrepiesent the Sindh 
people's urge for freedom. The respon- 
sibility for giving a violent! colour to 
this peaceful nwovement for democi acy 
rests squarely on these vested interests 
Moreover, the misuse of State powe: 
by the authorities has created 4 
situation of confrontation. We strong. 
ly condemn this and raise our voice 
against excessive violence on 
peaceful demonstralois, unjust treat- 
ment to political prisoners, and 
uncivilised punishments. 

“We firmly believe that efforts to 
crush the democratic movement by 
force cannot succeed. We appeal to 
citizens of the country to rise above 
their personal and group interests and 
play their historic role for the restora- 
tion of democracy so that the founda- 
tions of an independent, sovereign, 
and prosperous society can be laid in 
Pakistan”. 


No apparent conflict 


After going through the contents 
of the appeal, one is at a loss to 
understand as to how these are in any 
way opposed to the policy of the NPT 
papers as may be deduced from the 
principles and purposes contained in 
the Trust Deed. Oy is there some 
other policy, unwritten and undocu- 
mented, just whispered in the ears of 
the editors of the Trust papers? The 
contents of the appeal and views 
expressed in it may not be to the 
liking of the present regime, but they 
are certainly not in conflict with the 
“policy” of NPT papers, which can 
only be based on the principles and 
objectives of the Trust Deed. Only 
these are permanent and do not 
change with changes in Government. 
Nothing in the Deed suggests that 
the newspapers of the Trust have to 
abide by the policy of the Government 
in existence, and that their policy 
must change with the change of 
rulers. It may be mentioned here that 
although the brains behind the forma- 
tion of the Trust had the desire and 
intention to control a sizeable section 
of the Press in the interests of the 
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Government of the day, even they 
could not claim in public, or in writing, 
in a legal document that the Trust 
would be an appendage of govern- 
ments that it would fully and 
completely support and promote their 
policies, even if these conflicted with 
the principles laid down in the Deed 

The appeal rejects Martial Law and 
favours restoration of democracy. 
Could it be termed as a negation of the 
NPT papers’ policy, drawing its 
substance from the Deed which aims 
at creating “a demociatic society”, 
not an authoritarian one? Is the 
ideology of the Islamic Republic of 
Pakistan synonymous with Martial 
Law, so that a demand fo; ending it 
could be termed as anti-Pakistan and 
anti-lslam and, therefore, a violation 
of the policy of NPT papers? Who 
in his proper senses could possibly 
identify the Pakistan Movement or the 
ideology of Pakistan with Martial 
Law? 

Similarly, by no stretch of imagina- 
tion can the faux pas of “parochial 
and sectarian inclinations” be applied 
to the contents of the appeal. Only a 
wild concoction could produce such a 
conclusion. One must bear in mind 
the fact that the signatories belong to 
the province of Punjab, and they laud 
and appreciate the struggle and sacri- 
fices of the people of another federa- 
ting unit, Sind, for the cause of demo- 
cracy and a democratic society to 
which the NPT Deed is wedded. How 
could this possibly be considered 
parochial? On the contrary, the 
signatories have condemned those 
vested interests who are trying to 
distort and misrepresent the move- 


4600/188 


165 


ment. 
Out of context 


It is said that exception has been 
taken to the words: “the Sindhi 
people's urge for freedom”. Words 
and phrases have little meaning when 
they are read without reference to 
context. The main theme of the appeal! 
is restoration of democracy and the 
words “urge for freedom’’ are meant 
in the same context, when stress has 
also been laid on the solidarity of the 
country in the appeal. 

There is only one possible way of 
justifying the dismissal of the news. 
men concerned, and that is through a 
public declaration by the NPT that it 
is not bound by its original charter 
and that all its employees must mould 
their personal views in accordence 
with the wishes and interest of the 
rulers of the days. 

But this brings into focus yet 
unother aspect of the question. That 
is, while the dismissed newsmen, in 
fact, adhered to the policy that could 
be reasonably deduced from the Trust 
Deed, its violation has been committed 
by the NPT authorities. But who will 
proceed against them? Perhaps they 
can at least resign voluntarily, keeping 
in view their own principle that 
“if one does not agree with the policy, 
one should resign”. 

This is even more applicable in the 
case of the Chief Editor of ‘Mashriq’ 
whose identification with the previous 
regime is wellknown. It is for him to 
answer the question whether he 
expects each ,>urnalist to change his 
personal views with every change of 
personnel in the seat of power. 











BALUCHISTAN GOVERNOR INAUGURATES SUI-KASHMORE ROAD 


Karachi DAWN in English 1 Dec 83 p 10 


[Text ] 
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QUETTA, Nov 30: An alternate 
inter-provincial highway between 
Baluchistan and Sind was opened 

erday by Baluchistan Governor 
4Gen Rahimuddin Khan. 

The 51-km road connects Kash. 
more of Sind with Sui of 
Baluchistan. It would later be ex- 
tended to Dera Bugti to open up 
rural and tribal areas of the two 
provinces for better trade and 
traffic. 

The road has been built by the 
National Logistic Cell at a cost of 
Rs 47 million. 

Inaugurating the road, the Gov- 
ernor said work on 358 kms Sibi- 
Tally Kahan-Kohlu-Rakimi high. 
way would soon be started to open 
up the land-locked areas of Marri- 
Bughti Agency of Baluchistan with 
the Punjab. The road will traverse 
through important towns from Sibi 
to D.G. Khan and Multan where it 
would be linked with the National 
Highway. The project will cost ab- 
Out Rs 850 million. , 

The Governor said the Govern. 
ment attached top Priority to road- 
building in rural and tribal areas. 
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which possessed vast agricultura! 
and mineral! potential, so that the 
lifestyle of the people of the areas 
was changed for the better. 

Earlier, the NLC Chairman, Fed- 
eral Production Minister, Lt.Gen 
Saeed Qadir, said that now Minera} 
potential of the area, particular}, 
Sui gas, would be exploited to th,. 
maximum because of this roaq 
which would help free flow of 
heavy machinery required for th. 
purpose 

He said two modern machinery: 
workshops — one at Karachi and 
another at Gujranwala — had been 
set up for the maintenance of heavy, 
fleet of NLC transport deployed for 
smooth and satisfactory movement 
of essential items from Karachi to 
the interior of the country. 


He said NLC had also underta. 
ken the responsibility for moving 
4,000 barrels of oil from Khaskhe}; 
oilfield to a Karachi refinery daily 

He said the NLC had also under 
taken construction of grain silos for 
the storage of surplus foodgrains, 
particularly wheat, for export to 
foreign countries. 
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LAND REFORMS: 


Karachi DAWN in English 1 Dec 83 p 1l 


{Editorial: 


[Text] 


"Implementing Land Reforms"] 


THE Government's decision 
to probe into the legality of 
landholdings of the big 
zamindars in Sind is a signifi. 
cant move which could have 
far-reaching economic, social 
and: political implications. 
Since such an enquiry has long 
been overdue, questions are 
bound to be raised about the 
reasons for undertaking an ir- 
vestigation now, s0 many years 
atter the last land refor.ns were 
instjtuted. The Gove:nment's 
snihaun is &hat some big 
zamindars managed to evade 
the provisions of the land re- 
form act through forgery and 
other illegal means, and that 
several hundred thousand 
acres of land which should law- 
fully have been resumed is stil] 
in their possession. As a conse- 
quence a special] team set up 
some time ago has already com- 
pleted an enquiry into the hold- 
ings of 15 prominent zamindars 
in Sind, while an enquiry into 
the affairs of another 15 is con- 
tinuing. It is, however, not very 
clear why a general enquiry has 
not been instituted at the na- 
tional level to assess the state 
of agrarian holdings in the 
country. This could help ascer- 
tain the extent to which land 
reforms have actually been im- 
plemented. It is obvious that a 
law to regulate the size of Jand- 
holdings does not amount to 
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EFFORTS, FRUSTRATIONS DISCUSSED 


much if it remains on paper 
only. It is common knowledge 
that a large number of land. 
lords 4l! over the country re. 
mained unaffected by the land 
reforms of 1959, 1972 and 1977. 
Quite a few landowners man. 
aged to avoid giving up any but 
a ‘token quantity of land. In 
other cases the lacunae in the 
Jaw were such that they actu- 
ally left large tracts of land in 
the hands of a landowner. Thus 
in the 1972 reforms the defini. 
tion of the ceiling, the addi- 
tional allowances given to a 
landowner by virtue of the 
exemptions and allowances for 
transfer within a family, and 
the grossly underestimated 
valué of the Produce Index 
Unit, which was freely used as a 
vafdstick, considerably _ re. 
duced the area of the land to be 
resumed. As a result the Jarge 
estates landlords were left with 
made a mockery of the entire 
exercise.“One has only to look 
atfhe record to realise how in- 
effective the Government has 

n in implementing land re. 
fotms. Under the law of 1959 
onJy an area of 0.52 million 
hectares of land was resumed 
ini:West Pakistan, which came 
topnly 5.5 per cent of the crop. 
ped area. Of this 0.35 million 
hectares were redistributed 
among 75,000 persons. The 
peyformance under the 1972 
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law was not much better al. 
thpugh the ceilings were re. 
duced considerably. The land 
declared surplus amounted to 
one million hectares, which 
came to eight per cent of the 
net cropped area. But only 0.96 
million hectares was redis- 
tributed. The land reforms 
introduced in 1977 were imp- 
lemented on a very limited 
scale. They were announced at 
a time when the election 
campgigns and subsequently 
the agitation launched by the 
opposition disrupted the nor- 
mal! business of the administra- 
tion. Land reforms went more 
or less by default. The imp. 
lementation was poor. Accord- 
ing !o some estimates, about 
50,000 hectares were resumed 
until 1978 and less than 35,000 
hectares redistributed. 

It should not be necessary to 
detail here the reasons for im- 
plementing jand reforms. The 
pattern of agrarian holdings in 
any country has a profound ‘im- 
pact on agricultural produc- 
tion, let alone the socia) and 
political implications it has for 
society as a whole. It is now gen- 
erally acknowledged that small 
landholdings cultivated by the 
owner-cultivator have a higher 
yield per acre than Jarge hold- 
ings owned by absentee Jand- 
lords. Statistics for Pakistan 
show that large farms utilise 
just about 57 per cent of the 
total holding when small farms 
bring under the plough almost 
all the land available. Accord- 
ing to official sources, farms un- 
der 20 acres which constitute 
89 per cent of all farms cover 
just 77 per cent of the total area 
of landholdings in Pakistan. 
This of course does not give a 
picture of the land structure in 
terms of owner-cultivators and 
tenants. A number of farms 
actually belong to one person 
but are shown on paper as be- 
ing owned by different. mem- 
bers of his family. Such farms 
are Operated by tenants. In 
1972 owner-cultivators | had 
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only 42 per cent of the farms 
and 39 per cent of the total farm 
area of the country. Nearly 58 
per cent of the farms were 
worked by tenants or landlords 
cum-tenants. The situation has 
not changed very much on the 
ground ever since. There is no 
denying the fact that Jand dis- 
tribution in Pakistan needs to 
be made more equitable. Even 
the provision of the Jand re 
forms which have 60 far been 
instituted have not gone far 
enough. Thus the Jast reform of 
1977 allowed a@ person to hold 
100 acres of irrigated and 200 
acres of unirrigated land. Even 
these reforms, insufficient as 
they were, have not deen fully 
implemented. Not only has al! 
the land not been ggsumed as 
required under the law, a large 
area (364,000 hectares accord. 
ing, tv One estimate) has not 
been redistributed. Moreover 
all the land redistribyted has 
not been given to the Jan@less 
peasants. Nearly 66 per cent 
was auctioned to rich people. 
As such the Jor of the tiller has 
not really improved and fhe 
feudal pattern of tenancy. fela- 
tionship remains as it was. It is 
not clear why governments 
have fought shy of changing the 
agrarian structure in Pakistan. 
The political hold of the landed 
gentry could account for this 
lapse in a vital sector. But any 
government which js conscious 
of the social an@ gconomic imp- 
lications of the land tenure 
system in a country where 70 
per cent of the population de- 
pends on the land for its liveli- 
hood should seek to introduce 
greater equity in landholdings. 
The first step is to ensure that 
the laws which have already 
been enacted are applied fully 
and all over the country with- 
Out any geographical distinc. 
tion. The next step should be to 
draw up a more comprehensive 
framework to restructure the 
land system to meet the im. 
peratives of — equity § and 
economic modernisation. 
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HUMAN RIGHTS SOCIETY GIVES AWARDS; NASRULLAH KHAN, PALEEJO AMONG RECIPIENTS 
Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 29 Nov 83 p 8 


[Text] LAHORE Nov. 28--The Human Rights Society Pakistan (HRSP) yesterday an- 
nounced awards for four persons--two posthumous--in recognition of their serv- 
ices for the sake of human rights through their writings or practical 
Struggle. 


The recipients include: Nawabsada Nasrullah Khan (Gold Medal) late Pir Sahib 
Manki Sharif (Gold Medal) Rasool Bakhsh Paleejo (Silver Medal) and late Begum 
Ashtar Suleman (Silver Medal). 


The awards were announced at a Press conference by the HRSP patron, S. M. 
Zafar, who earlier presided over the meeting of 12-member awards selection 
committee. The awards would be distributed at a ceremony in March next year. 


Mr. Zafar said that the HRSP had constituted a three-member committee to tour 
{nterior of Sind and prepare a detailed report on the situation of human 
rights at present and in the recent past. If it was possible, the report 
would be published. 


He was of the view that arrests made by plain-clothed police were illegal and 
if the practice continued he might challenge it before the appropriate court 


of law. 


Answering a question he said that Miss Benazir Bhutto should be allowed to 40) 
abroad if here treatment was not possible in Pakistan. 


He expressed his ignorance of the alleged maltreatment being meted out to the 
lawyers and political workers in different jails. 
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EDITORS' BODY URGES WITHDRAWAL OF PRESS ORDINANCE 
Karachi DAWN in English 30 Nov 83 p 4 


[Text] The Standing Committee of the Council of Pakistan Newspaper Editors 
(CPNE) declared here yesterday in a resolution that if democracy is to take 
its roots in Pakistan, freedom of the Press is a "sine qua non for its con- 
tinued existence." 


The meeting reiterated the stand of the CPNE calling for the withdrawal of the 
Press and Publications Ordinance. According to a Press release the meeting 
chaired by CPNE President Mr Inquilab Matri, adopted the following resolution 
unanimously. 


"This meeting of the Standing Committee of the Council of Pakistan Newspaper 
Editors, after hearing the report of the CPNE President in relation to discus- 
sions with the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting of the Federal Govern- 
ment, regrets the reaction of the Ministry regarding the demand of the CPNE 
for the withdrawal of the Press and Publications Ordinance or even considering 
amendments relating to administrative actions agains the Press. 


"The CPNE Standing Committee reiterates its stand on the withdrawal of the 
Press and Publications Ordinance and states that if democracy is to take its 
roots in Pakistan, freedom of the Press is a sine qua non for its continued 
existence." 


Earlier, the meeting heard a detailed report from the President of the CPNE, 
Mr Inquilab Matri, the Secretary-General Mr Mujibur Rahman Sahmi, and Member 
of the Standing Committee, Mr Mohammad Salahuddin, on the meetings held with 
the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting, the concerned Ministries on the 
subject of withdrawal of the Press and Publications Ordinance and the working 
of the Press Council within the framework of the constant stand of the CPNE on 
these issues. 


The meetings of the Standing Committee discussed at length the report of the 
CPNE delegation that met officials of the Information Ministry and concerned 
Ministries in connection with the demands of the CPNE members of the Standing 
Committee, and agreed that the position of the CPNE on the question of with- 
drawal of the Press and Publications Ordinance be reiterated with vehemence. 
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The meeting heard, in detail, a report by the convener of the Quaid-i-Azam 
Press Convention, Mr Mahmudul Aziz, on the accounts of the Convention. 


The meeting appreciated the fact that the accounts of the Quaid-i-Azam Press 
Convention showed a net savings of Rs 75,000 on the basis of the preliminary 
income-expenditure statement. 


The meetings appreciated the effort put in connection with the successful 


holding of the Convention, which was held in Karachi between May 8 to May 10, 
1983. 


The meeting of the Standing Committee also directed the Secretary-General Mr 
Mujibur Rahman Shami, to remind, in a circular, the members of the CPNE, to 
refrain from publication of names and photographs of women who are victims of 
criminal offences. 


The meeting also offered "Fateha" for the late Shaikh Faizur Rahman, father of 
the Secretary-General of the CPNE. 


The meeting of the CPNE Standing Committee was attended by the following 
Editors: Mr Majid Nizami, Mr Mohamamd Salahuddin, Mir Khalilur Rahman, Mr 
Mustafa Sadiq, Qazi Abdul Majid Abid, Mr M. A. Zuberi, Mr Mujibur Rahman 
Shami, Mr Mohammad Haroon Sa'ad, Syed Fasih Iqbal, Mr Mahmudul Aziz, Mr 
Mohammad Amanullah Hussain, Mr Habib Hayat, and Mr Anwar Farooqui. 


The Standing Committee members were later entertained to lunch at the Holiday 
Inn by Mr Inquilab Matri, CPNE President. 
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ANALYSIS FINDS INCREASE IN GHEE PRICES UNJUSTIFIED 
Karachi DAWN in English 4 Dec 83 Business Supplement pp I, IV 
[Article by M. Ziauddin in Islamabad: "How Compatible With World Trends" ] 


[Text] AT ABOUT the time that domestic vegetable ghee price was officially 
increased by Rs. 2.80 per kg in response to a 100 per cent increase in the 
prices of imported edible oil, the price of soyabean oil in the USA had re- 
portedly slumped by almost 100 dollars a ton compared to the prices prevail- 
ing some weeks ago. 


soyabean oil prices in the world market had started showing bullish tendencies 
from the month of May this year as reports of bad crop in the USA and Brazil 
began appearing on the world market scene. Within weeks the world palm oil 
prices too had begun rising in sympathy. 


still Pakistan managed to import edible oils by the end of financial year 
1982-83 at just a little over Rs. 5.42 kg, the price it had paid for importing 
the same in 1981-82 but much less than Rs. 6.64 kg it had paid in 1979-80 per 
kg, off the 1978-79 price (Rs. 7.02 per kg) when the domestic vegetable oil 
price was duly increased by about one rupee per kg. 


According to statistics available from unofficial sources even during the 
tirst three months of the current financial year the import bill for edible 
oils was computed at about Rs. 6.33 per kg, about 9 paisas less than the 1981- 
$2 prices when the ruling domestic ghee price was Rs. 10.70 per kg. 


GCP Profits 


The extent of profits the Ghee Corporation of Pakistan was making during the 
period between 1979-80 and 1981-82 (when the world prices of edible oils were 
Slumping) could be measured from the fact that the GCP in each of the previous 
two years awarded its workers bonuses equivalent to five months’ Salary. 


According to informed sources edible oil supplies of about three months are 
normally in the pipeline between the port of embarkation and the manufac‘uring 
units. In view of this, they said, Pakistan has already imported enovgh edi- 
ble oil for nearly seven months. 
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But since the orders for about half of these supplies were believed to be 
placed at about the time when the world prices were too bullish, the per kg 
{mport price for these is placed higher than what was paid for the first half 
of the supplies, making the average price for the seven months supplies higher 
than what was paid for the same last year. 


But the total impact of these higher prices, in the opinion of independent 
economic experts, would not be so huge as not to respond to a correction of 
duties component (said to be Rs. 1.30 per kg) in the price of domestic 
vegetable ghee alongwith a reasonable adjustment against the GCP resources. 


Declining Trend 


As tor the remaining supplies of around five months, these experts point out 
to the current declining trend in the world soyabean oil prices and they say 
by January next year, the country would be able to import edible oil at around 
Rs. 5.70 per kg. 


in their opinion the official machinery did not respond quickly to the expec- 
ted changes in the world prices of edible oils when the first report of bad 
crops started appearing. 


They said, the private sector, which consumes about 34 per cent of imported 
edible oils, had exhausted its sanctioned quoca much before the bullish trends 
Started appearing in the world edible oil market. But instead of allowing the 
private sector to obtain further supplies to cater to their installed capacity 
and thereby import edible oil at lower prices, the Government banned it from 
placing any further orders. 


It is said that by the time the Government placed the ban on the private sec- 
tor for the first quarter of the current year, the world prices of edible oil 
had already skyrocketed. 


Unpredictable 


According to private sector sources, the country has the capacity to stock 
Supplies for nearly six months. But this facility is not used and orders were 
placed as and when the Finance Ministry released the required funds, whose 
perilodicity was usually unpredictable. 


Before 1977, the edible oil supplies were used to be imported to the Edible 
Oil Corporation. But the present Government, in order to remove the costly 
overlapping of functions between the Edible Oil Corporation and the Trading 
Corporation of Pakistan dismantled the former and gave the exclusive right of 
importing edible oil to the TCP. 


Later, responding to the plea of the GCP that the margin charged by the TCP 
wes unnecessarily raising the cost of production, the function of importing 
edible oil was handed over to the GCP. 
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Now the private sector and the GCP each goes separately to the world market to 
negotiate their respective deals and frequently multinationals use the one to 
charge higher price from the other. When the GCP is negotiating, it is in- 
formed that the private sector contracted a deal at «ch and such price which 
is usually higher than the actual price paid by the private sector and so the 
CCP is left with no alternative but to finalise the deal at the quoted prices. 
cimilarly, the private sector too is taken on a ride in the same way. Often 
both che private sector and the GCP end up paying more than the current market 
prices. 


Purchase Body 


Experts belie ve that this situation could be corrected by constituting a pur- 
chase committee with members from both the GCP and the private sector so that 
the import deals are negotiated at economic prices. 


Discussing the efficiency of the GCP these experts recalled the TV news fea- 
ture which revealed that recently (when the world prices were going up) about 
800 tons of palm oil spilled into the sea from the container on the ship be- 
cause one of its valves was leaking. These experts said that palm oil comes 
in solid form which melts at 40 degrees Centigrade and, therefore, the story 
that 800 tons of palm oil disappeared, was improbable. 


Another argument against the recent price hike in the vegetable oil prices is 
the fact that besides costly imported edible oils, locally cultivated cheaper 
Oilseeds are also used in manufacture of vegetable oils. Also palm oil, which 
usually comes at half the price of soyabean oil is used rather generously. If 
the cost of the entire mix is computed the actual impact of a 100 per cent in- 
crease in imported edible oil prices gets diluted to a large extent. 


As world prices of soyabean oil have already started declining, experts esti- 
mate that by the end of the current financial year the per kg import price 
would come down to a little over last year's level. 


They thought that effecting increase in the price of vegetable oi] when worid 
prices of edible oil was expected to start declining, was actually a measure 
to raise extra revenues amounting to Rs. 3,000 million to fill partly an 
expected shortfall of about Rs. 6,000 million in the revenue budgeted for the 
current year. 
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CALL TO BRIDGE GAP IN DEFENSE PRODUCTION 
Karachi DAWN in English 30 Nov 83 p 16 


[Text } ISLAMABAD, Nov 29--The chief of Air Staff, Air Marshal M. Anwar 
Shamim, said here this evening that we need to make concerted efforts to 
bridge the wide gap in defence production which existed between Pakistan and 
the developed nations. 


The air chief who chaired today's session of international Seminaro on Defence 
Technology at POF Wah Cantt, said that we were living in a complex world where 
realism and idealism have often been in conflict. 


He said realism demanded an honest appraisal of national security requirements 
and technology ensured security. Thus, he said, defence technology was a 
sector of prime interest in the development of any nation. 


A basic level of indigenous production capability is a prerequisite to nation- 
al progress and sovereign existence, he added. According to him Pakistan has 
made some headway in creating an infrastructure of essential defence 
equipment. 


He said the modest steps taken by the Government of Pakistan are meant to en- 
sure the safety and security of our country. 
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SIND LEADER MOVED TO HOSPITAL 
Karachi DAWN in English 4 Dec 83 pl 


[Text J LAHORE, Dec 3: President of the 
Sind Awami Tehrik Mr. Rasool Bux 
Paleejo, is suffering from severe 
disorder of thyroid gland and has 
been shifted from a vel] of the Kor 
Lakhpat Jail to Albert Victor 
Hospital 

Established medical inferences 
say that this disease may also lead 
to heart ailment 

According to knowledgeable 
sources Mr. Paleejo, who was 
shifted to hospital only three days 
ago, had complained of incisive 
pain-pricks in his entire body. He 
has been under detention for the 
last about four years. 

According to first medical report 
prepared in the jail, before Mr. 
Paleejo was shifted to the hospital, 
the disease was diagnosed very late 
and as such it may lead to various 
other complications. 

However, a two-member team of 
senior doctors — a physician and a 
surgeon — has been deputed to 
look after him. The doctors today 
completed blood test, scanning and 
X-ray procedures 
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Mr. Paleejo is being given food 
according to doctors’ prescription 
He is not allowed to take a stroll, 
being a detenu, and a police guard, 
armed with a gun, has been posted 
outside his room 

According to details of the dis. 
ease, the secretion of thyroxine has 
been disturbed which at the initial 
Stage of treatment may take eight 
to ten weeks. The medical conclu. 
sions say that thyroid gland disor- 
der develops mainly due to tense 
mental, psychological and nervous 
system pressure. As a result of this 
disorder, alongwith heart disease, 
a number of other ailments may 
also develop as chain reactions. Th- 
ese include goitre (swelling of the 
neck), cretinism (a state of defec- 
tive mental development with bod. 
ily deformity or arrested growth) 
and exophthalmia (protrusion of 
eye-balls) 

Dr. Syed Sibtul Hassan is in- 
charge of the medical team de- 
puted for the treatment of Mr 
Paleejo 
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SURVEY REPORTS 


Karachi DAWN in English 30 Nov 83 p 1? 


[Text } 


CSO: 


ISLAMABAD, Novy 29: A large 
tumber of highly-qualified man- 
ower of Pakistan, which includes 
scientists, doctors, engineers and 
igricultural experts, preferred to 
‘ake up jobs abroad because of 
frustration caused by less attrac- 
tive working conditions at home, 
according to a recently-conducted 
Government survey 

Mr A. Sattar Gill, Director, Na 
‘ional Talents Pool, a wing of the 
federal Labour and Manpower 
Ministry, told a news conference 
lere on Sunday that all the 25,532 
yersons including 53.52 medical 
loctors, 9,914 engineers, 6,652 sci- 
‘ntists and 3,445 agricultural ex- 
verts were found unhappy to work 
it home 

He said this called urgent probe 
into the cause to stop the brain- 
drain and utilise the services of the 
talents within the country. 

PPI adds: he said the number of 
talented persons was very small as 
ompared to the size of the popula 
tion of the country 

The Director-General said: “The 
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REASONS FOR FLIGHT OF 


TALENT 


survey reveals that Baluchistan did 
not have enough number of profes- 
sionals of various categories while 
the number of engineers is com- 
paratively higher in Sind and 
NWFP as compared to Punjab. Sind 
has also a significant edge over 
other provinces regarding the 
availability of scientists while the 
Punjab is better off in the field of 
izriculture”’. However, the report 
says, there is a need to follow a 
balanced policy to produce profes- 
sionals of various categories match- 
ing with the requirements of each 
province 

The report of the survey also re- 
veals that the majority of these 
highly qualified professionals was 
oriented at the big cities. 

lhe National Talent Pool has aiso 
prepared recommendations — to 
meet the requirements of the pro- 
fessionals 

The National Talent Pool, Man- 
power Division, has published di- 

tories of scientists, agricultural 
experts, doctors, engineers, of the 


ountry 
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BRIEFS 


ENQUIRY AGAINST JATOI, OTHERS--HYDERABAD, Nov. 27--The FIA has completed in- 
vestigation against 15 big zamindars of Sukkur Division including Mr. Ghulam 
Mustafa Jatoi, former Chief Minister of Sind It is reported that the Presi- 
dent of Pakistan during his last visit of interior of Sind received had com- 
plaints that several zamindar of Sind after enforcement of land reforms saved 
their extra lands. They had changed Khatas and transferred the extra lands to 
their relatives and other bogus names. The President on such complaints had 
ordered FIA to investigate against such zamindars and submit a report to him. 
The FIA chief deputed two teams of officers to investigate against the zamin- 
dars ot Hyderabad and Sukkur Division. The FIA team for Sukkur Division has 
completed the investigation and has sent the report to federal government with 
the recommendations that zamindars and revenue officials involved in this 
racket should be tried by special military courts and the extra land should be 
confiscated. [Text] [Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 28 Nov 83 p 1} 


CONCERN OVER GHAFFAR KHAN'S DETENTION--PESHAWAR, Nov. 27--Provincial Secretary 
General of the defunct PNP Safdar Khan has expressed concern over the contin- 
ued detention of the veteran freedom fighter Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan. Ina 
Statement he said the Badshah Khan is neither a member of any political party 
nor has any political ambitions. At the age of 95 he is too old to cause any 
law and order problem for the government. Beside, he has not been keeping 
good health and is unable to move about without a wheel chair. As such his 
detention is most unjustified. He therefore called for his immediate release. 
[Text] [Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 28 Nov 83 p 6] 


SUL PRODUCTION GOES UP--GAS production from Sui field recorded an increase of 
one percent during the last financial year as compared to 1981-82. Average 
daily production in 1982-83 was more than 719 million cubic feet compared to a 
little over 712 million cubic feet in 1981-82. Of the total Sui gas produced, 
Pakistan Petroleum sold nearly 346 million cubic feet of gas per day to Suif 
Northern Gas Pipelines and more than 253 million cubic feet of gas per day to 
sul Gas Transmission Company for sale in areas south of Sui up to Karachi and 


Quetta. Gas supply to both the transmission Systems in 1982-83 was higher 
than in 1981-82. More than 69 million cubic feet of gas per day was also sup- 
plied in 1982-83 to Gudu Thermal Power Station for the generation of power. 
sul gas production currently accounts for three-fourths of the total gas pro- 
duced in the country. [Text] [Karachi PROGRESS in English Nov 83 p 1] 











PARTY CHIEF DECLARED ABSCONDER--QUETTA, Nov 30--The chief of the defunct Pakh- 
toonkhnwa National Awami Party Mr. Mahmud Khan Achakzai has been declared ab- 
sconder. He seems to have gone underground after October 7 incident of firing 
on a crowd in Quetta, resulting in the death of four and injury to seven per- 
sons. The police had registered a case of creating riots, attempt to murder 
and interference in the performance of official duties. The court will hear 
his case in absentia. [Text] [Karachi DAWN in English 1 Dec 83 p 4] 


SPECIALISTS TO EXAMINE BIZENJO--QUETTA, Nov 30--A team of medical specialists 
led by the Head of ENT Department of Bolan Medical College and Civil Hospital, 
Quetta. Dr. Mahmud Reza has been sent to Mashkey to examine Mr. Ghous Bux 
Bizenjo, defunct PNP chief who is currently detained there and suffering from 
serious ENT ailments. After obtaining the advice of medical specialists the 
Government will decide on future line of action for his treatment. [Text] 
(Karachi DAWN in English 1 Dec 83 p 14] 


NOORANIT ON ELECTIONS--HYDERABAD, Nov 30--The chief of the defunct JUP Maulana 
Shah Ahmad Noorani said here on Wednesday that the country could only be saved 
by holding elections in 1984 under 1973 Constitution. Addressing lawyers at 

District Bar Room here the Maulana said that those elected on non-party basis 
would be simply puppets and absolutely ineffective but those elected on party 
basis would certainly hold the authorities accountable for their deeds. He 

expressed grave concern over the situation obtaining in Sind and paid tributes 
to those who had made tremendous sacrifices for restoration of democracy. He 
also paid tributes to the members of the Bar of Lahore who, he said, were of- 
fering arrests every day and commended the sacrifices of the lawyers in fur- 

thering the cause of democracy. [Text] [Karachi DAWN in English 1 Dec 83 p 14] 


GOVERNMENT TO BUY RIGS--DR. ASSAD ISLAMABAD, Dec. 2--ihe Government will pur- 
chase rugs to accelerate the oil exploration in the country and in this re- 
gard negotiations are in progress with Islamic Bank and Asian Development 
Bank, this was disclosed by the Minister of State for petroleum Dr. Muhammad 
Assad Khan, in an airport interview. The Minister said that to meet the in- 
creasing energy requirements long as well as short term plans were chalked out 
by the Government. Responding to a question, Dr. Muhammad Assad Khan said 
that Pirkoh reservoirs will go into production next month. [Text] [Karachi 
BUSINESS RECORDER in English 3 Dec 83 p 1] 


EFFORTS FOR WOMEN'S UNIVERSITY--The Anjuman Islamia Pakistan has chalked out 
plans tor the establishment cf a private women university in Karachi. Ex- 
plaining the details of the plan, Maulvi Riazuddin Ahmed, the Founder of the 
Anjuman, told Press conference that he had discussed the establishment of the 
women university with the Vice-Chanceilor of the Karachi University. In this 
regard, Maulvi Riazuddin Ahmed urged the Directorate of Technical Education to 
hand-over to the Anjuman the vacant 15-room building at the Jinnah Polytechnic 
Institute to scart the postgraduate classes to begin with. He said the Anju- 
man plans to open the women university at it's Jinnah College campus and in 
this regard demanded of the government to return the Jinnah College to the 
Anjuman for the purpose. He said that the Federal Education Minister has also 
been approached with regard to the establishment of women university in Kara- 
chi, which, he pointed out, was the pressing need for the time. Maulvi 


g 











Viazuddin Ahmed said that finances were nc problem for the Anjuman in the 
opening of the university. What was needed were the return of its buildings, 


‘ 


he added. [Text] |Karachi BUSINESS RECORDER in English 3 Dec 83 p 3] 


EDITOR RELEASED FROM PRISON--RAWALPINDI, Dec 3--Mr. Rafi Butt, the Chief Edi- 
tor of a local Urdu daily "Haider" was today set free by the police. Mr. Butt 
was picked up by Rawalpindi police from his residence on Oct 18 last. No spe- 
citic reason of his arrest was given by the police. Mr. Butt was later shif- 
ted to the hospital because of his illness. Mr. Zamir Nafees, who acted as 
Editor of the paper during Mr. Butt's absence, and other staff of "Haider" to- 
day thanked all those who had extended moral Support to the paper during this 
perfod. [Text] [Karachi DAWN in English 4 Dec 83 p 1] 


STATEMENT ABOUT BIHARIS' REPATRIATION CONDEMNED--Some more reactions to the 
Sindhi intellectual, Syed Ghulam Mustafa Shah's Statement opposing the repat- 
riation of stranded Biharis to Pakistan were received in the newspaper offices 
yesterday. Syed AfzalHusain, Senior Vice-President of Tehrik-i-Ittehad, Paki- 
stan, in his statement said the Sind Government should take notice of the 
“tendentious and sweeping allegations" made by Mr. Mustafa Shah against the 
Bihari community. In a joint Statement, Dr. Habibur Rahman Khan, Mr. S. M. 
Rifaqatullah and others of the Pak. Muslim Association urged the Government to 
ignore the opposition and arrange speedy repatriation of "Biharis" from 
Bangladesh. Mr. Azad Bin Haider, in a rejoinder to Prof. Ghulam Mustafa Shah, 
said "Mr. Shah has tried to damage the prestige of Sind and has forgotten that 


it was Sind who invited the Biharis to Sind. {(Text] [Karachi DAWN in English 
Dec 83 p 4] 


LEADER ON PARTIES IN ISLAM--Maulana Syed Mohammad Shah Amroti, convener of the 
MRD, has said that in an I[slamic Set-up, there is no bar to the formation and 
working ot political parties. In a statement on Friday, he cautioned the peo- 
ple against getting involved in questions of purely academic nature. Unneces- 
Sary controversies he pointed out, were being raised by the bureaucracy and 
vested interests to divert the public attention from the main demand, namely, 
tne removal of Martial Law. The longer the Martial Law was retained, the 
risks posed to national unity and integrity would become more potent, he said 
and added that Martial Law and Islam could not co-exist. [Text] [Karachi DAWN 
in English 4 Dec 83 p 4] 


[SLAMABAD-QUETTA FLIGHTS--The PIA wiil introduce a new twice weekly flight 
from Islamabad to Quetta via Peshawar, Dera Ismail Khan, and Zhob from Dec ll. 
The Baluchistan Governor, Lt-Gen, Rahimuddin Khan, who will perform the open- 
ing ceremony of the newly-built Zhob airport, will also receive the inaugural 
PIA flight at Zhob. [Text] [Karachi DAWN in English 4 Dec 83 p 4] 


CONCERN OVER BIZENJO'S HEALTH--The MRD, Karachi gone, yesterday expressed its 
“deep concern" at the sustained loss of hearing by Mr. Ghous Bux, Bizenjo, 
President of the defunct Pakistan National Party (PNP), detained at Mashkey 
Rest House in Baluchistan. The meeting held with Hakim Jameluddin in the 
chair, pointed out that MNashkey was a far-off, deserted place where facilities 
of water and electricity were not avatiable and, besides, the Rest House 








itself was in a dilapidated condition. "To keep a seriously ailing person of 
the stature of Mr. Bizenjo in such object living conditions is an affront to 
the nation, and for anything that may happen to the great leader the Govern- 
ment will be responsible", it warned. The Karachi MRD demand that Mr. Bizenjo 
be immediately shifted to Karachi for proper care and treatment. It also sta- 
ted the "ill-treatment" being allegedly meted out to Mr. Fazil Rahu, a leader 
of the Sind Awami Tehrik, in jail. [Text] [Karachi DAWN in English 4 Dec 83 


p 4] 


PPP LEADER SENTENCED--ATTOCK, Dec 3--A Summary Military Court of Rawalpindi 
Division has sentenced Mr. Ahmed Waheed Akhtar, leader of defunct Pakistan 
People's Party, to one-year imprisonment and a fine of Rs. 30,000. Mr. Ahmed 
Waheed Akhtar had courted arrest. [Text] [Karachi DAWN in English 4 Dec 83 
p 14} 


MRD DEPLORES PRICE INCREASE--The Karachi MRD at its meeting on Thursday de- 
plored the increase in vegetable ghee prices and demanded its immediate 
withdrawal. Through another resolution the MRD Described the present anti- 
narcotic campaigning as ‘fake’ and declared that the narcotics business was 
continuing unabated. It also alleged that narcotic pedlars were being pro- 
tected by officials and were put under detention to hide them from public eye. 
Through another resolution, the MRD deplored jail term and lashes to PNP 
leader, Mr Jamal Nasir Baluch. It termed the reported "apology" news of po- 
litical workers, as baseless. [Text] [Karachi DAWN in English 2 Dec 83 p 6] 


PRINTING PRESS IN QUETTA SEALED--QUETTA, Dec 1--The city police sealed a 
printing press, Jico Printers, here on Wednesday and took into custody three 
persons, including the proprietor, on charges of printing objectionable ma- 
terial. The police sources told PPI that among those arrested were Zahid 
Hussain, proprietor, and two workers of the press, Pervez and Ashraf. The 
sources said the police raided the press and caught the Manager and the press 
workers red-handed while printing objectionable material. The objectionable 
printed material, seized from the press, included a booklet entitled "BSO Ke 
Siasi programme”, "Ittehad-o-Amli Jido Juhd Keliey" and another printed poster 
entitled "Salute to the martyrs of Oct 7", published by MRD and NAP Pushtoon- 
khwa. A case has been registered under Martial Law Regulation. [Text ] 
(\arachi DAWN in English 2 Dec 83 p 20] 


MANY COTTON WORKERS JOBLESS--MULTAN, Dec 1--Some of the ginning factories in 
Multan region have reportedly been closed down due to the damage to cotton 
crop. Consequently, thousands of employees and labourers have become jobless. 
Meanwhile, the Mazdoor unions and public circles here have demanded jobs for 
the unemployed workers. According to reports here, the farmers of Muzaffar- 
garh District, whose cotton crop has been damaged, have been exempted from 
paying Ushr. This decision was announced at an emergency meeting of the Dis- 
trict Zakat and Ushr Committee, Muzaffargarh. According to reliable sources 
here, the cotton crop in an area of about 8,000 acres in Muzaffargarh District 
has been damaged. [Excerpt] [Karachi DAWN in English 2 Dec 83 p 20] 


JUI, JUP AGREEMENT APPROVED--KHANPUR, Dec 1--Maulana Mohammad Abdullah Darkh- 
wasti has approved unity pact among defunct Jamiat Ulema Islam, Jamiat Ulema 
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Pakistan and Jamiat Ahlehadith and Signed the pact on Thursday. This was dis- 
closed here by Central secretary Information of Jamiat, Ulema Islam, Maulana 
fahidur Rashid. He said that secretary-General of his party, Maulana Obaidul- 
lah Anwar, has been authorised to nominate five members of the Jamiat for the 
joint central body of the new organisation. On the occasion, Maulana Darkh- 
wasti observed that his party always, supported cooperation and unity among 
[slam-loving parties in order to fight for introduction of Islamic system and 
protection of the faith in Khatm-i-Nabawwat. [Text] [Karachi DAWN in English 
2 Dec 83 p 24] 


UMAR ASGHAR'S DISMISSAL CRITICIZED--LAHORE, Dec 1--Mian Khurshid Mahmud 
Kasuri, Central Information Secretary of the defunct Tehrik-i-Istiqlal termed 
the dismissal of Prof. Umar Asghar Khan of the Punjab University as an act of 
mere political victimisation. In a statement issued today the TI leader ob- 
served, since Mr Umar was son of Air Marshal (Retd) Asghar Khan, such an 
action was taken against him. According to the statement Mr Umar Asghar was 
currently writing a doctoral thesis for Cambridge University on the develop- 
ment of trade union movement in Pakistan. In that capacity, for a close ob- 
servation on the subject, he was, no doubt, present on the occasion of a la- 
bour meeting held in the month of October at the Lahore railway Station, but 
his presence did not mean that Mr Umar incited the labour against the Govern- 
ment, Mian Kasuri maintained. [Text] [Karachi DAWN in English 2 Dec 83 p 24] 


LEADER ON JUP GOALS-~PESHAWAR, Dec 1--Mr. Iqbal Haider, Additional Secretary 
of MRD and Acting Chairman of the defunct Quami Mahazi-i-Azadi, said here on 
Thursday that the defunct JUP, agreeing with the basic four points of MRD, had 
given an assurance participation in the current movement for restoration of 
democracy in the country. He said that whatever verbal assurances were ziven 
by the defunct JUP Chief, Maulana Shah Ahmad Noorani, were being put into 
practice. This assurance was given by Maulana Noorani at a formal meeting 
with the Additional Secretary-General in Karachi recently. He said further 
that after talks with the Government the defunct JUP was convinced that the 
regime had no intention to hand over power to elected representatives cf peo- 
ple. Addressing a Press conference on the eve of his departure for Karachi, 
Mr. Iqbal Haider read out a lengthy statement stressing that the MRD struggle 
would continue. [Text] [Karachi DAWN in English 2 Dec 83 p 24] 


NASRULLAH ON MEETING PAGARA--MULTAN, Dec. 1--Nawabzada Nasrullah Kh hief of 
the defunct Pakistan Jamhoori Party, said Pir Pagara, chief of the |.xistan 
Muslim League, could meet him as a political colleague or friend but Nawabzada 
was not ready to see him as a messenger of the present martial law government, 
Or a motivator of a new alliance of pro-government parties. According to a 
PDP spokesman, the Nawabzada said dialogues with the government on principles 
could not be held at any cost, and he would neither leave the MRD nor change 
his friends. The Nawabzada alleged that the government was paving the way 
through its favourite parties and through the government controlled Press and 
other media. He returned a gift of cigars with thanks to the government, say- 
ing he likes only huqqah. Pir Pagara also sent him a gift of special cigars, 
which he returned using the same excuse. [Text] [Islamabad THE MUSLIM ir. Eng~ 
lish 2 Dec 83 p 8] 
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